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judgment. That leads to the question of whether or not the
death penalty should be utilized in those circumstances. So we 
feel that this bill needs to be passed and I have passed out for 
your some background about it and the process that would be 
utilized in this measure. There will be committee amendments 
that will help clarify some of the matter. I think perhaps I 
will turn the rest of my time over to Senator Hilgert if he'd 
like to make some comments before we go to the committee 
amendments.
PRESIDENT ROBAK: Senator Hilgert.
SENATOR HILGERT: Thank you, Senator Wesely, Madam President,
members. I was happy to cosponsor this bill with Senator 
Wesely. He did a very good job summarizing where we're at with 
this issue. Last year we did have support of the body to put it 
on the aggravating circumstance bill. Once this bill is 
advanced, then perhaps that bill, Senator Matzke's bill, which 
is on Final Reading, can then proceed and be sent to the 
Governor. Some of the arguments that were made last year and
some of the responses, just to refresh your memory, well, the 
fact of the matter is, is that this does happen in the United 
States. Mentally retarded citizens are put to death. There
was an argument, well, it doesn't happen here. Well, let's put 
that in statute. Let's make sure it doesn't happen here. Let's 
make sure it doesn't happen in the state of Nebraska. One of my 
pastimes I suppose is when I work out in the yard I listen to a 
shortwave radio just to listen to see what's going on in the 
world and what other people's perspectives are. Obviously, I 
don't understand all the stations that are available. But from 
time to time I flirt from the BBC down to the VOA, Voice of 
America. And a week ago they had a short bit on the death 
penalty in the United States. And one of the commentators was 
talking about those states that do not prohibit the execution of 
the mentally retarded. And, frankly, it was a little
disconcerting that this was going out worldwide that here in the 
United States, it's one thing to have the death penalty, which 
most industrialized nations do not have, but it's another thing 
to say, well, even in the United States where they allow the 
death penalty they even allow the execution of the mentally 
retarded. As Senator Wesely said, we don't electrocute people, 
we don't execute people who are under the age of 18. And to
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