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ask for here, no additional money. First of all, 1 agree with
the Health and Human Service policy of appropriate level of
services for patients, no more than they need, no less than they
need. We agree with HHS that there is a serious Jlack of
community service to serve patients. The $10 million
appropriated for community service in this budget is something
that we should applaud. I agree that no services should be cut
until appropriate community service Dbases, community-based
services are up and running which is not the case now. Fourth,
1 agree that using the trained employees of the regional center
in thi process in training and in development of community
rehabilitative service is a good thing. Then why is this
necessary? Individuals with mental health problems and their
families are some of the most vulnerable citizens that we have
in this state. And of all the responsibilities that the state
has, the responsibility to be the safety net for these
individuals 1is paramount. It"s the responsibility of the
Legislature to ensure that that policy of the state 1is carried
out. The reality is that in November there®s going to be a new
administration. Potentially there are going to be new personnel
at Health and Human Services. Additionally, with Senator Wesely
leaving the Legislature, there is going to be a change in the
Legislature™s Health and Human Services Committee and Senator
Wesely will take with him probably the most extensive tribal
memory, if I could term it that, of what has gone before. These
changes make it almost impossible for immediate effective
oversight of the redesign. I say wbat 1 have said before.
There is no specific plan. There are policies but no plan. My
bill protects the or my amendment rather protects the regional
centers during the transition. This just takes HHS at their
words and lets them act accordingly. Additionally, this also
takes HHS at their word to utilize regional center employees.
Continuing to fund the regional centers does not mean the design
is frozen. The utilization of regional centers” employees in
the process and the programs can continue, and 1 think that this
is a fiscally sound, fair and responsible way to proceed.
Finally, let me bring some reality to this body. 1 recently
received a phone call from a lady here in Lincoln, Margaret
Medel, who is the president of the Nebraska Family Support

Network. I was not there to take her phone call, but my
administrative assistant took it down and I want to read you
what she took down. And 1 think this sums up the situation in
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