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believe the point that Senator Wesely has been making, in that
this would, in fact, predetermine, if we change 'shall™ to "may"
it doesn"t predetermine anything, but It does get to the heart
of what, if I understand Senator Brown and the purpose for her
bringing this amendment, it would allow for a plan to be
developed by the Health and Human Services to look at more than
just doing it the way that we are now, submit the legislation to
us, the program would have an implementation date the same as
what the Brown amendment has. Now, I think with this change,
this makes this amendment workable within the context of
LB 1063. I, for one, am not, have not been convinced yet that
there has been adequate study to determine the best route for
Nebraska to go to provide this additional health insurance
protection to some of our, some of our working families”
children. The federal government gave us three options to look
at. 1 think that i1t behooves us to move forward, but 1 also do
not believe that it"s iIn the best interest, long term, to
confine us to how we start. Now, by me not being convinced is
not to say that there hasn"t been ample work done by either the
administration or the Health Committee or individual members.
But in what | have read and the information that has been
provided to me up to this point, I"m not convinced that every
option has been examined. I certainly, unless it"s lost
somewhere on my desk in my office, certainly not seen any hard
data on comparisons of different possible ways to go about this
along the lines of what some of the other states are looking at,
lova, Wisconsin, to name a couple. So | think that given the
fact that this is certainly going to be the train that Ileaves
the station, | think that the Brown amendment certainly allows
me to be supportive of this effort initially. And with my
amendment changing "'shall” to "may' provides the opportunity for
the Department of Health and Human Services to explore a number
of oppor...different options and then come back to us with a
recommendation. I think a two-year period 1is certainly a
reasonable period of time for them +to accomplish that. |
realize they have a lot on their plate right now, continuing to
work through the partnership and the effort that it"s taken to
get that up and rolling. | tend to think that may be one of the
reason"s that we"re taking this route on this piece of
legislation, but that"s just a supposition on my part. So with
that, Madam President, 1 will conclude my introduction remarks
on this amendment. As 1 said before, it changes one word in the
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