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phone calls, <calls, calling about that ballot issue? So then
I"m wusing the phone call to return that phone call to someone
that I don"t know what they"re calling me about, whether it"s
about that ballot issue or not. So 1 recognize and Senator
Brashear says, no, this is aimed at blatant behavior,
individuals who would send out a newsletter during an election,
and then at the very bottom put, paid for by your election, but
make i1t look very similar to something that would come out of
your office, those kinds of questionable letters that go out to
political parties thanking them for this or that en masse, that
they go out to all members, those kinds of areas where we"re not

sure. But | have to tell you quite honestly, 1 will vote for
the Matzke amendment. I don*"t know if I am going to vote for
this bill, because there are too many areas where | think

someone politically could come after you and make you go to
court. And I don"t, personally, have the resources to go ahead
and fight that, 1 don"t have them iIn my campaign accounts, 1 run
what they call grassroots campaigns, I'm not a lawyer, I can"t
go represent myself in court. And to have to go hire someone to
represent me in what is probably a frivolous lawsuit against me,
but based on this language that is not clear and that 1is very
broadly written, I would have to go to court to defend myself.
That makes me uncomfortable and that makes me concerned that
what we really need in this Legislature is an ethics committee.
We really need our Executive Board to be an ethics committee for
us. There are a lot of ethical questions in this body, and we
don®"t have anybody to go to or to point to, to say, this...this
behavior on another senator"s part makes me uncomfortable, |
think ic"s a question of ethics, and I would like you to rule on
whether this should be done, or whether we can continue to do
this, or whether this is beyond the line that 1 have drawn for
myself.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.

SENATOR WITEK: My line may be farther back than other senators”
line on what behavior they draw for themselves. So while we
really need an ethics committee in the Legislature, 1 think if
we pass this 1 think we"re going in the wrong direction by
saying this is the legal behavior and it should be iInterpreted
by Accountability and Disclosure. I would be much more
comfortable having our Executive Committee or another committee
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