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of which, not most of which, but many of which ended up being
discredited because they were not accurate. They had
circulators that gave wrong addresses, it was a mess, it was a
mess. We"ve got to clean that process up, that"s the first
order of business that we have to take. That"s what Senator
Kristensen is talking about, let"s fix the process. Let"s make
this petition process what it was always intended to be, that is
a grass-roots effort of people from Nebraska caring about
Nebraska 1issues, trying to do something about making this state
even better for the future. That"s the petition process that |1
remember when | got started in it. But it"s not the process we
have now, for the most part, in the state of Nebraska. Yeah,
you have a lot of people that start the effort and take some
leadership at the state level. But it ultimately ends up being
these out-of-state money, or out-of-state circulators that are
brought in at the end to rush forward. And you end up with a
system that does not represent the overall best interests of the
citizens of the state of Nebraska. So by having us go into an
office designated by this Legislature, by having it clearly
-identified, you don"t have the potential for these paid
circulators going around, you stop that abuse. Now you may end
up with somebody being paid, directing folk in. You know, a lot
of petitions are circulated outside of county court houses. You
still have that. You won"t have the petition there, but you"ll
have somebody maybe being paid, saying, why don"t you go on down
to the clerk"s office and sign up here, you know, so you"ll
still have that influence. But at least the individual isn"t
pressured at that moment by somebody, you know, whomakes a buck
every time they get a signature. You know, they...and it"s hard
to say no, we all know that. And it"s part of our job, we have
to say it all the time, and it"s hard to do. So somebody comes
up to you, they say, why don"t you sign this, it will just put
it on the ballot, it doesn"t really matter, you®"ll have a chance
to vote on it later. You know, nine out of ten they say, yeah,
sure, you know, what difference does it make to me, and they
sign up on the petition. Well, you know, that situation is not
what we want. We want individuals who care about the issue, who
are from Nebraska, that want to see something done that will
benefit Nebraska, out there advocating for the position, having
a chance to express themselves. That"s the system that 1 think
we want to get back to. Unfortunately, the court ruling that
destroyed that still stands, it says you can"t block these paid
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