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business, there®"s going to be people left without a phone.
That"s the reason we need to have the Universal Service Fund in
place, LB 686. Now if we need to have it in place, we all
agree, yes, it"s true, we need to have the Universal Service
Fund in place; it"s possible we will need to bail out these
companies as early as next year, why should we not set a number?
That"s been Senator Beutler®s point. Why should we not set a
number?  Well, right now what"s going on in Washington and
around the country is experts are testifying, using extremely
complicated formula, what the cost of an affordable phone line
is. What"s the cost of an affordable phone line in Table Rock?
I don"t know. 1 am not...l am not enough of an expert to know.
Senator Vrtiska 1is probably not an expert in house stringing
phone wire, what the cost of an affordable phone line is. But
experts around the country are now determining those figures,
and, Senator Beutler, it would be premature for us, as a body,
despite our high opinion of ourselves, to think that we would be
able to have the expertise to determine these numbers at this
point. That"s why we need to wait for the federal government to
gill in their variables, then it will be much easier for us to
0 so.

SPEAKER WITHEM: One minute.

SENATOR  BRUNING: In Kansas, for example, Kansas, for example,

they have USF, a state Universal Service Fund. There are four
states that do 1it, Kansas, Arizona, Vermont, and 1 think the
last one is Minnesota, but let me talk about Kansas to start
with. They have a 78 million dollar Universal Service Fund.

They use it for rural areas where it 1is high cost and low
density in population to string a phone out. They also use it
for low-income people. They"ve determined that if you qualify
as low income, you can have a phone fo.: $5a month. Now
Nebraska probably...we will probably do that withour Universal

Service Fund, but at this juncture, we can"t fill in those
numbers because we haven"t seen the Tfederal government”s
numbers. So that®"s why we can"t set a particular number at this
point, Senator Beutler, and 1°d be happy to talkto you in more
depth about Kansas or Arizona or Vermont, the Universal Service
Funds in those states. They have hired a fund administrator in
Kansas to manage the $78 million. It"s too big,---
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