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juvenile crime lately, | guess the reason | made the move to
racket is because 1 think that the focus has changed. It came

up very quickly. 1 think I"d like time to go back and visit
with my constituents because this is certainly an area of
concern that we have iIn central Nebraska. Again, as 1 said,

it's a very costly project and Senator Wehrbein just provided
kind of a voice of wisdom about the cost of crime. We are going
to have a new facility for violent juvenile offenders in Omaha,
possibly a new adult prison, and now this, and 1 am wonderin%,
if this does not address the juvenile issue, if there will e
any money in the future where we would be able to do that. And
so, | guess what 1 am asking for is time to go and explore this,
and | would hope that the Legislature will grant the time so
that we can go back and visit with our constituents about this
project.

SPEAKER WITHEM: Thank you. You"ve heard the opening. The
ghaiL would recognize Senator Engel to discuss the motion to
racket.

SENATOR ENGEL: Mr. Chairman and members of the body, again, |
oppose the bracket motion. I think we"ve spent several hours
discussing this on General File. We passed it to Select File,
and we have, 1 am sure, several more hours of discussion. We do
have some more amendments to the bill, and I would certainly
like to have everybodﬁ hear exactly what the bill is going to be
as amended. I still believe it"s a good program. It was highly
recommended by the Department of Corrections, and || had a
conversation with them yesterday, Harold Clarke. There is an
article in the World-Herald today by Harold Clarke. If
you...maybe we can get a copy of that and pass it out. He
had...gave a speech yesterday and he highly recommends this work
camp concept because we do have...we all know we have a huge
crime problem in the state of Nebraska, iIn fact, in the whole
country, and the thing is not going to get any better. This Iis
a 8tep...this isn"t the cure-all, this is a step, and this is
for a particular group of people, so your youthful offenders, |
am sure, as Senator Chambers has said, we need...we need more
programs at the...down in the tender ages, and then the problem
with some of those programs, they start at the tender age, and
then they go...then they lapse, and then there is that gap in
between. So we need all those programs, but the problem is not
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