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comments mean nothing to me, and sometimes, the people who make 
those comments leave this earth before I do. But nevertheless, 
as Senator Landis pointed out, I have no formal position of 
leadership in this Legislature. I manage to get things done. 
Some things done through this legislature that are not done in 
the largest legislatures in the country. Some things that set a 
tone, not only for other legislatures in this country, but for 
Congress in terms of legislation, such as the b ill  that required 
the restoration of the remains of Native Americans to their 
family or tribe members. But nevertheless, Senator Withem's 
amendment mitigates the damage that is being done here. Even 
though I find a way under the rules to do what it  is that I need 
to do, you don 't find me tinkering and fiddling  and saying, if 
we change the system, somehow that's  going to make me more 
effective . if you're not effective, the system is not going to 
correct that for you. You have to do it . The Chair mentioned
that there is some free food in the lounge. First expression
that jumped in my mind when I heard that was the phrase or the 
term "lounge l iza rd ", and some people think th at 's  of recent 
vintage, but actually, that was a term created by Sinclair Lewis 
in Babbitt some time ago. Somebody came across that, liked it , 
and used it , and now people think i t 's  a modern term, similar to 
"couch potato". I don 't know where that came from. But
nevertheless, if  you meet in December and talk about all these 
b ills  you're going to have for introduction, it  means that new 
senators are going to have to become familiar enough with the
issues to get their requests for b ills  in earlier. In fact,
everybody's going to have to get their requests in earlier so 
that yo u 'll  have all these b ills  just waiting to tumble into the 
hopper December 1 or December 5. I wouldn' t attend those days. 
It would be a waste of time in my opinion. So, when you 
organize and you're going to elect people, you better not break 
down to a 24-24 number, because y o u 'll  be there stuck forever. 
As for talking about a cooling off period, should you have a
heated contest, what you w ill do is give people a chance to go 
home and brood and brood and be ready when they come back to do 
their delaying and getting even then. If you require the 
session to start immediately after these acrimonious contests,
should they occur, people don 't  have time to engage in those
retaliatory activities because th ey 'll  be left in the dust. But 
nevertheless, i f  somebody is angry enough, you deliver that 
three days into their hands. Anybody can exhaust three days.


