April 25, 1995 LB 199, 385

accounting is required by law to review about 75 to 80 percent
of all vouchers for all state agencies along with their
accompanying invoices. This is approximately 3,000 vouchers a
day. LB 199"s purpose is to reduce the paperwork performed by
state agencies while allowing more time for DAS to review the
vouchers that involve larger expenditures. LB 199 accomplishes
this by giving DAS the authority to exempt vouchers of less than
$250 from the preaudit process. A recent report by the Program
Evaluation Committee states that based on LR 218 study, DAS
estimates that 67 percent of the vouchers it processes are for
purchases of less than $250, and yet these small purchases only
total about 2 percent of all the money that DAS oversees in the

preaudit process. And so by permitting DAS to exempt low-cost
items, that is the $250 in this bill, that they could more
efficiently focus their time on high-dollar issues. It would
continue...LB 199 would <continue to allow DAS to review

100 percent of the high-risk expenditures like employee-related
expenses, expenses pertaining to conferences, and encumbrance
liquidations between bienniums, and also to randomly review all
purchases less than $250. So really this is a function to try
to get a little more efficiency, takes out the mandate of those
below $250, and let"s them concentrate on more important

expenditures. So | urge your adoption of this bill.

PRESIDENT ROBAK: Thank you, Senator Wehrbein. Is there any
discussion of the advancement of LB 1997 Seeing none, Senator
Wehrbein, do you wish to close? Closing is waived. The
question before the body is the advancement of LB 199. All
those in favor vote aye; all those opposed vote nay. Please
record.

CLERK: 26 ayes, 0 nays, Madam President, on the advancement of
199.

PRESIDENT ROBAK: LB 199 advances. We now turn to Select File,
it 1is nine-twenty, pursuant to your agenda, we turn to LB 385
on Select File.

CLERK: Madam President, first bill on Select File, Senator
Maurstad, | have no amendments to the bill, Senator.

PRESIDENT ROBAK: Senator Maurstad, we are on Select File.

CLERK: No amendments to the bill, Senator.
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