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T hen S e n a t o rPRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Warner, please.
Abboud. Sena t o r Ab b o ud , p l e as e .

SENATOR ABBOUD: One q u ick comment, Nr. President, on an issue
that Senator Ch ambers ju s t rai sed in h av in g th e cou nt ies
establishing t h eir fees . I reca' 1 di scussions that we had in
the Government Committee over t he issu e of having cou nties
setting their fees. I don't really thirk it is all that bad of
a n idea. I know last year we passed a law t hat inc reased t he
fee for divorces a phenomenal amount of money, and I was shocked
at the a m ount of telephone calls and comments that I received
back in Douglas County over why the Legislature raised the fees.
This happens over and over again. We r aise the fees for the
local subdivisions, and then we take all the heat for it. I
t hink if they think that the fees should go up, that w e sh ou ld
give them the responsibility. I have no problems in setting, in
this particular i n stance when it comes to fees, where there is
direct accountability from the county board to the people th a t
they will choose th e wi s e co u rse and probably not raise the
fees. I think this is one instance where we could take the bull
by the horns, say, county b oards, county c ommissioners, you
think the f ees sh ould g o up for your sheriffs, go ahead and
raise them yourselves and you take the heat from the public. I
support the Pi rsch a mendment, and I may be supporting an
amendment by Senator Chambers, i f he chooses to off e r one
dealing with allowing the local counties to establish their own
fee setting ability for the service of process. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. S enator Pirsch, would you like to cl ose
on you r a mendment .

SENATOR PIRSCH: I didn 't realize this was going to be such a
time consuming amendment. I just want to point out that we are
just changing two areas and, of course, I think making a better
u nderstanding of what a copy is when we add "certified copy".
Senator N e lson ca l led attention to the mileage. I just wanted
to point out that we already g ive the sheriffs 3 cents more p e r
mile than th e rate provided for county officers and employees,
which is 21 cents. So, that would be 24 cents, and th a t does
not change. We did reduce the amount of fee, or the amount of
mileage that would be under the 50 cent fee. So , in a way we
increased that from the 50 cents to the mileage, which gives the
sheriff a little b reak . I al so h ave no disagreement on the
levying a writ of execution and return thereof which jumped from
2 to 15 dollars. I think that is fair. A lso we agree that th e
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