
A pri l 1 6 , 19 8 6 LB 516, 1129

Please r e co r d you r vo t e , a y e o r n ay , on the motion to override
the veto of 516. Have you all voted? Have you al l vo t e d '? H a ve
you all voted? Record the vote.

CLERK: (Read record vote. See pages 2354-55 of the Legislative
Journal.) 30 aves, I» nays, Mi. President, on th e o ve r r i de o f
LB 516.

PRESIDENT: The motior. carrie . After that number of votes,
LE 516 oecomes law. Next motior..

C'ERK: M r . Pr e s i den t , the next motion is by Senator Chambers.
Senator Chambers would move that LB 11 2 9 be come l aw
notwithstanding the objections o f t h e G ov e -no r .

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Chambers and a s k s f o r
( gavel ) a ui e t i n he Cha mber .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman and members o the Legislature,
t hi s i s t he b i ' I t l .at r e l at e t o t h e r etirement or pension fo r
senato rs . The r e can b e some thougn. given to the issue of
separation of powers and the Governor's veto. Thi is a m at t er
tha. since it was passed by the ' egi s l at ur e and had t o b e ser t
across t h e G o v e r n o . ' de sk , h e certainly has the constitutional
power and authe 'ity to vero it, which he chose t o exe r c i s e . Bu t
I t h i n k , i n my op i ni on , i t wa n ot ar . a p p r o p r i a t e . ssue f o r h i s
i e t o a n d i f y o ' l o ok a t hi s ed i t o r i a ' hat I p l aced on you r
desk, and I' ll touch or. some p rovisionsof it briefly in a
minute , y o u' l l s ee t hat i = : =. r i ght i n l i ne wi t h t he a r gu ment s
t ha t « ave be en gi ven i n b e h a l f o ' t h i = b i l l . Th e a im i s t o
position i so tha- there can be a court test. The onl y wa y we
car. get a court te t of whethei­or not the Legislature has the
power to implement a program uch as th s i, tc pass this b i l l .
I spent ali cf my arguing time pre. ously establishing for the
record he ss ue that will be r e i e wed b y t h e cour t . The
Supreme Court ha., said t?ie iegisla=ure na . the right to constzue
t he Constitut on wr e n - p r ov i s i on . s ambiguou . Sin ce the
Cons i t u t i or. i s s i l en t on hi issue of a retirement program for
legislators, the i.egis'ature na. t he right to construe th e
Constitutior. wh.ch w d id b y pa s s i ng t h i " b i l l . I wan t t o
emphas ze, we' ve got to have the cour: est. A t the bottom of
t h i s ' i t t l e hanaou­ '. made a notatior. that all of us r ece i v e d
our ex p ense ' ou c h e r s t od a y . Those voucner s e x i s t on l y because
w e had tc fol low a m. ai path tc the one I am compelled to
tread today. W • go= the bil' pa .sed. The Governor vetoed it .
Ne ov e r r od e ?. i s : et o and t he su e went t o c ourt . Th e sam e
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