
A pri l 1 6 , 1 9 8 6 LR 345

T hone. I f 345 we r e a d op t ed , it would place Nebraska i n a
position of opposition to the sale, transfer, and other
disposition of federal power marketing administration. The
state currently has an advantage of receiving a portion of its
electrical power from the Western Area Power Administration,
this is c ommonly called WAPA,and is one of the federal power
marketing agencies scheduled for sale in 1991. This sale, if it
occurs, could be disastrous for .ne state, cities and towns, and
especially for the state'" farmers. The sa l e wou l d r equ i r e
electrical rat e increa se necessar y t o ge ner at e over
516 mi l l i on . Some we st e r n Nebraska cities would see r a t e
i nc r e a se s of " 66 pe r c en . I n L i n co l n t h e i mp ac t wou l d b e
1 .4 mi l l i on a n n u a l l y, a " percent increase in electrical r ates .
At a time when the farmer . of thi state are facing the economic
haidship that they aie, thi: would just be one more burden for
them to overcome. Electric rates ncreases would also seriously
namper our efforts at economic development and attracting new
industry tc the .;tate. Ladies and g entlemen, I urge your
suppor t o f LR 345 .

PRESIDENT: Sen a t o r D e Camp.

SENATOR DECAMP: Mr. Pre .ident,merely to say that what t h e
president is proposing is privatization and I think it is a good
idea and I support it. Therefore, I think that means I oppose
the resolutior..

PRESIDENT: Sen a t o r Har r i

SENATOF HARRIS : Mr. President, I ri se to suppor t t he
resolutio.:. being from McCook, Nebraska, and in effect a son of
No ri s, I ; cry strongly oppose the privati ation concept when it
comes tc th ng that are doing the public purpose good that they
were d e s i g n e d t o d o . There has been no charge of illegality, or
o .erchar ge , or gouging, or anything negative in r egard t o w ha t

s i r . p ' ac e a = the pre ent t i m e . And to se l l that f or a
shor.-=erm gain o i a few dollars, and sell that future that we
a re l o o k ng nr war d t o f o r o ur s t a t e , i s s i mp l y not good
b slnes . I - is bad poli ics,it is a political decision, it is
n ot «- financial decis i o n . I f you l ook b eh i n d t h e i de a s t ha t
are behind the pi-ivat.cation move, it is that they are op posed
to t he pub lic p ower concept. I i'ery str ongly support ,
personally, the public power concept. I s t r o n g l y u r g e you to
adopt the resolution. Thank you .

PRESIDENT: Sen a t o r Si ec k .
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