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r esolu t i o n .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Thank you, Roger Dangerfield. Senator Withem,
please.

SENATOR WITHEM: Mr. President, members of t he body, after
Senator Hartnett's introduction and some d iscuss i on s I ' v e h ad
with other members on the floor about t h i s , p eo p l e v i e w i t a s
not a tremendously serious problem. I n Sarpy County i t i s a bi t
of a problem. Maybe around the suburban areas around Lincoln, I
do not know, or some other parts o f the state. Prior t o thi s
last year it was merely an item of community identity and the
desir e o f commun i t i e s l i ke Be l l evu e , Gretna, S p ringfield,
Papillion, and L aVista to ma intain their own identity. The
postal authority of the United States is attempting to use a
single zip code designation, Omaha 681 blank, blank, for all of
the area a r o und Omaha. I t i s a p r ob l e m w i t h t h ese c ommunit i e s
that want t o maintain some separate identity. Al though,as
Senator Hartnett says, we a re certainly pleased to b e near
Omaha, we d o have a separate identity. Now let me get to the
serious problem behind this. A number of other entities are
piggybacking upon the zap code designation as a method of doing
business. Our own St ate of Nebraska, for i nstance, in
designating tourism money back to the counties from which it
originated. S everal Sarpy County hotels with t h i s z i p cod e
designation, Omaha, they gave thousands of dollars to Douglas
County. Senator Hannibal is looking at me a nd thinks that i s
probabl y not su ch a b ad o ea l . But some of us down in Sarpy
County didn't like that. Money had been misappropriated.
Businesses w ho ar e on t h e outs id e of Be l l ev u e , P a p il l i on ,
Springfield, who want to advertise in the U.S. West Yellow Pages
as a Papillion business, a Gretna business, a S pringfield
bus>ness, a r e t ol d , n o , we can't do that because you are not in
the right zip code designation, we go by zip code designation
a nd y o u r ad dr e s s i s Oma h a . So a businessman, wanting to do
business in LaVista, Papillion can't even advertise that because
the Yellow Pages are using the postal authority. So al l w e ar e
d oing i s ask i ng you to join us in sending a message to the
postal authority to promote a degree of autonomy within these
suburban communities. And so far, to my knowledge, it is a
Sarpy County problem, but it can b e a p r ob l em a round North
Platte, a p roblem around Kearney,a problem around Lincoln, a
problem around many of these cities that are gr o w i n g and ar e
becoming merropolitan areas in and of themselves. Thank you.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Vickers, please.
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