April 7, 1986 LB 782

SENATORWESELY: Thank you. M. Speaker, menbers, this bill, if
you' Il recall, js Senator Wthens bill. It's his priority
bill. It deals with the problem of people that are private pay

residents in nursing hones, running out of noney and then going
on to Medicaid. The problemin Senator wWthems district was
that this one particular nursing home decided to go strictly to
private pay and took a nunber of residents and moved them out
and that were Medicaid patients and it caused great traunma and

there was great concern. Senator Wthem s bill has been anended
on CGeneral File and by the conmittee to try to provide for gome
more restraints on this type of activity and the bill is one

that has been worked on by the nursing hone industry and Senator
Wthemand nyself. And this anmendnment is the conpronise that
hopeful Iy will gain support fromthe industry. \at it says is
basically that the provisions of the bill don't start until
effective date of this bill so that you don't have a retroactive
situation and what we provide in the bill is that if you' re a
resident for one year and after that date you pecome Medicaid
eligible, you would be protected if the nursing home doesn' t
have al ready 10 percent of their beds dedicated to Medicaid. gg
this would then just change that so it doesn't take effect until
after the effective date and then finally there is g provision
on disclosure on the contracts involved that would be deleted by
this amendment that are galready provided for under federal
provisions. ~ So with this amendment| think wehave a bill that
is one that is going to deal with the problem and one that won t
have the objection of the nursing home industry. I'd ask your
support for the amendnent.

SPEARER NI CHOL: Senator Wthem then Senator Hi ggins.

SENATOR WTHEM M. President, nenbers of the body, this pij
that was introduced,as it was introduced, was a fairly broad,
far-reaching approach to the problem of what phannens  when our
elderly who are being cared for in nursing hones run out of
noney. The original requirement of the pjj was to require
every nursing home in the state to participate in the Medicaid
program We have since conprom sed away fromthat point of view
andl've cometo realize, not just for conpronise sake, but
probably for good public policy sake that we probably aren' t
ready in this state to require that at this point. The problem

of having enough dollars to care for an aging popul ation in
nursing homes is a broader problemand can be dealt with just by
a specific bill such as 782 as it was introduced. We have
anended it now into a bill which nmerely seeks to hold harn?ess
that individual that enters a nursing homeas a private pay
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