
A pril 2 , 1 9 8 6 LB 1251

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Nr . President and members of the Nebraska
Legislature, this is a relatively straightforward amendment to
LB 1251 that I worked out yesterday afternoon with Senator Cal
Carsten, Chairman of the Executive B o a rd, r egar d i n g the
appropriation of dollars to fund the tax study, that is now
becoming the subJect of gubernatorial candidate debate. I k e ep
reading in the newspaper about how each candidate thinks this
tax study is the next best thing since sliced bread. As you may
recall we adopted a resolution a few days ago that authorized
the Legislature to hire an independent consultant to do a tax
and a governmental structure study with the results t o b e
completed by the beginning of the 1988 legislative session. So
the subject itself would essentially encompass a period of about
one and three-quarters years. We also stated in our resolut ion
that we are prepared to commit $350,000 to the study. What my
amendment does, it is very simple. The Nebraska L e g i s l a t ure
will have some unexpended balances at the end of this fiscal
year and the Appropriations Committee has re co mmended a
reappropriation of a portion of those unexpended balances. But,
the Appropriations Committee di d not r ecommend t h e
reappropriation of all of the unexpended balances. My amendment
would simply reappropriate to the use of the Legislative Council
for the purposes of a tax study all of th e unex pended '85-86
balances. Now it is my understanding from our Clerk and from
others that we anticipate approximately $250,000 in un e xpended
balances that have not heretofore been reappropriated. This
simply reappropriates to the Legislative Council for the
purposes of the tax study those heretofore nonreappropriated
unexpended balances. That is the nature of the amendment. It
also takes $15,000 of the unexpended balances, shifts it over to
the Department of Revenue so that the Department of Revenue can
retain the services on a part time basis of one o r t wo
legislative staff persons so that those people will have
immediate access to computer work in the Department of Revenue
to facilitate and assist with the study. But that is the nature
of the amendment. I would offer it at this time.

PRESIDENT:
Carsten.

Senator DeCamp's light is on, is he here? Senator

SENATOR CARSTEN: Nr. President and members of the Legislature ,
S enator J o hnson a n d I did meet with others, including some of
our fiscal staff, yesterday and arrived at this conclusion. I
believe, if I understand it correctly, we are not now going to
be jeopardizing our Legislative Council at all and sho ul d we
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