April 2, 1986 LB 1251

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Nr . President and nmenbers of the Nebraska
Legislature, this is a relatively straightforward gnendnent to
LB 1251 that | worked out yesterday afternoon with Senator Cal
Carsten, Chairman of the Executive Board, regarding the
appropriation of dollars to fund the tax study, that is now
becom ng the subJect of gubernatorial candidate debate. | keep
reading in the newspaper about how each candidate thinkdhis
tax study is the next best thing since sliced bread. Asyou may
recal | we adopted a resolution a few days ago that authorized
the Legislature to hire an independent consultant to do a tax
and a governnental structure study with the results to be
conpl eted by the beginning of the 1988 |egislative session.

the subject itself would essentially enconpass a period of about
one and three-quarters years. W also stated inour resolution
that we are prepared to commit $350,000 to the study. what my
amendment does, it is very sinple. The Nebraska Legislature
will have some unexpended bal ancesat the end of this fiscal
year and the Appropriations Commttee has recommended a
reappropriation of a portion of those unexpended bal ances. py,
the prtqprl atfl olnls fC?r;']m'ttee %lg b r|10t recommend the
reappropriation of all o e unexpended bal ances.

woul d sinply reappropriate to the use of the Legi sl an%”‘éBSHEPf
for the purposes of a tax study all of the unexpended '85-86
bal ances. Now it isnmy understanding fromour erk and from
others that we anticipate approxi mately $250,000 iy ynexpended
bal ances that have not heretofore been reappropriate(?. This

sinply reappropriates to the Legislative Council for the

.th
purposes of the tax study those heretofore nonreappropriated
unexpended balances. That is the nature of the anmendnent. It

al so takes $15,000 of the unexpended bal ances, shifts it over to
the Departnent of Revenue so that the Department of Revenue can
retain the services on a part time basis of oneor t wo
| egislative staff persons so that those people will have
i medi ate access to conputer work in the Department of Revenue
to facilitate and assist with the study. But that is the nature

of the amendnent. | would offer it at this tine.
PRESIDENT: Senator DeCanp's light is on, is he here? Senator
Carsten.

SENATOR CARSTEN: Nr. President and nenbers of the | egislature,

Senator Johnson and | did neet with others, including sone of
our fiscal staff, yesterday and arrived at this conclusion. |
believe, if | understand it correctly, weare not now going to
be jeopardizing our Legislative Council at g|]] and should we
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