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the amendments.

income for farmers. We think that it is an ideal plan a nd o n e
w hich i s way l at e , i n my e st i m a t i o n . I have gone from middle
age to advanced middle age working on this. I , v e ry f r ank l y ,
t hink we ou gh t to get it going. I would hope that you would
support it. I want to point out one other aspect, and t h at i s
this, the mandated phase out of lead in gasoline will provide a
guaranteed market for a substantial increase in the amount of
e thanol that i s b eing p r od u ced t o d a y . More than 67 billion
g al l on . o f u n l e a ded g a s o l i n e are so ' d an n u a ll y in the United
States today. If we were to utilize ethanol as the octane
enhancer, lead replacement for that entire amount of gasoline,
we would need more than 6 billion gallons of ethanol.

SENATOR CARSTEN: (Gavel.) The Chair would respectfully ask you
to k e e p you r v oi c e s d o wn so that we can hear Senator Schmit in
his presentation. You may continue, Senator Schmit. Thank you .

SENATOR SCHMIT: Th at amount of ethanol, more than 6 billion
gal l o ns , wou l d ut i l i ze t he surplus production of more than
2.5 billion bushels of grain, almost our entire annual surplus
production at t his t ime. I want to point out also that the
federal farm program today, originally designed t o c ost
$51 billion over a three-year period,

. . .

SENATOR CARSTEN: One minute.

SENATOR SCHMIT: . . .wa s redesigned to, and has been recalculated
to cost as m uch as 60 billion ina two-year p e r i o d . I t i s m y
own personal estimate t hat i t wi l l p r ob ab l y be c l os e r t o
40 billion for a one-year pe r i o d . If this program became in
effect, and if i t we r e u t i l i zed throughout this state and
t hroughout t h e nation for less than 10 percent of the cost of
the federal farm program, we could wipe out the need fo r t h at
farm program and stop that drain on the taxpayers a nd i n c r e a s e
farm income. Mr. President, I move again for the adopt io n o f
the committee amendments. I do hope that others will speak on

SENATOR CARSTEN: Thank you, Senator Schmit. Senator Vi ck er s ,
on the advancement of the bill as a mended. Ex cu s e me .

SENATOR VICKERS: I think we' re on the committee amendments. Is
t hat c or r ec t ?

SENATOR CARSTEN:
amended.

Excuse me, on the committee amendments as
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