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CLERK: 19 eyes , 0 n ays o n ado p t i o n of Senator Schmit's
amendment to the committee amendments.

SENATOR CARSTEN: The amendment to the committee amendments is
adopted. Now on the committee amendments as amended. Senator
Schmit, do you want to speak to that'?

SENATOR SCHMIT: Wel l , Mr. President, I have in my earlier
presentation detailed most of the broad concept of the committee
amendments which are the bill. I would just like to s ay t h a t
since the original concept of the bill, as dra f t ed , S enato r
Vickers, Senator Rod Johnson, Senator Bill Harris, a nd myse l f ,
and many others, Senator Eret, have spent many, m any hours i n
conference with industry and agriculture attempting t o res o l v e
this bill into one which could have broad, general support. One
o f t he o r i gi n al p r opo s a l s contained a 10 cen t per bushel
check-off. Obviously, that was a very laudable goal, but one
which was perhaps a bit overambitious. We recognize there is a
limitation to the amount of funds that can be utilized in any
one year, any one period of time. We recognize also that there
needs to be a substant-'al enough amount of money her e t o get
s omething do n e , or else it doesn't make any difference whether
we ever pass the bill or not . The rea l l y serious e c o nomic
c ondi t i o n s which face Nebraska grain and livestock producers
today are, we think, the ideal time for us to implement this
kind of a bill. This Legislature, a number of years ago, passed
a b i l l wh i ch p r ov i d e d one cent of gasoline tax check-off per
year to fund alcohol development and to build plants. This
L egisla t u r e pas s e d that. The Supreme Court, in their wisdom,
ruled that portion of the b il l unco n s t i t ut i on a l . They d i d ,
however, keep the one cent per gallon tax and used that in the
highway trust fund. But they found that it was unconstitutional
to use it for the purpose which the Legislature h ad d e l e g a t e d .
It is unfortunate indeed that we did not,at that time, find a
better method of funding plants. Had we done s o, I ser i ousl y
doubt if we w ould be facing the economic crisis we face in
agriculture here today. I want to emphasize one or t w o ot he r
points, and then I h ope the other members who co-signed this
bill with me will speak to the amendments also, and t h a t i s
this, the construction of a substantial number of alcohol plants
in this state will do several things. First of all, it will
provide jobs in the actual construction. Secondly, i t wi l l
provide a market for grain. T hird , i t wi l l pr ov i d e b y - p r oduct s
to be used in the livestock feeding industry. And, fourth, it
wil l d ec r e as e transportation costs and thereby pr o v id e ad ded
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