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CLERK: 19 eyes, 0 nays on adoption of Senator Schmit's
anendnent to the conm ttee anmendnents.

SENATOR CARSTEN:  The anmendnment to the committee amendnents is
adopt ed. Now on the conmttee anmendnents as anended. Senator
Schmt, do you want to speak to that'?

SENATOR SCHMIT: Wel I, M. President, | have in ny earlier
presentation detailed nost of the broad concept of the commttee
amendments which are the bill. | would just like to say that
since the original concept of the bill, asdrafted, genator

Vickers, Senator Rod Johnson, Senator Bill Harris, and myself,
and many others, Senator Eret, have spent many, many hours in
conference with industry and agriculture attenpting io resolve

this bill into one which could have broad, general support. ope
of the origina proposals contained a 10 cent per pyshel
check-of f. Obviously, that was a very laudable goal, p,t one

which was perhaps a bit overambitious. g recogni ze there is a
limtation to the amount of funds that can be ",{i|ized in any
one year, any one period of tine. e recognize also that there
needs to be a substant-'al enough anount of money here to get
something done, or else it doesn't make any difference whet her

we ever pass the bill or not. The really serious economic
conditions which face Nebraska grain and |ivestock producers
tpday are, we think, the ideal time for ys to i mpl ement this
kind of a bill. This Legislature, a nunber of years ago, passed
a bill which provided one cent of gasoline tax check-off per
year to fund al cohol devel opment and g puijld plants. This
Legislature passed that. The Suprenme Court,in their w sdom
ruled that portion of the bill  unconstitutional. The diq~|
however, keep the one cent per gallon tax and used thaly in the

hi ghway trust fund. But they found that it was unconstitutional
to use it for the purpose which the Legislature a9 delegated.

It is unfortunate indeed that we did not, at that time, find a
better method of funding plants. Hadwe done so, | seriously
doubt if we would pe facing the economic crisis we face in

agriculture here today. | want to enphasize one or two other
points, and then | hope theot hererrrenbers who co-signed this

bill with me will speak to the amendnents al so, and that is
this, the construction of a substantial nunber of alcohol f?lants
in this state will do several things.  First of all, it will
provide jobs in the actual construction. Secondly, it will

provide a market for grain. Thjrd, it will provide by-products
to be used in the livestock feeding industry.  ang fourth, it

will decrease transportation costs andthereby provide added
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