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which wa s an n ounced l ast year by the Department of
Environmental Control. This bill, with the adoption of the
committee amendment, is carefully drafted, contains many
compromises with the approval of the well drilling industry,
t he a g enc ies who ar e involved , an d t he per so n s who are
interested in protection of the state's groundwater. I
would urge you t o a d opt the committee amendment and advance
the bill. I' ll justvery briefly go through the summary
because I know that some of you may not have seen it, and I
will not take a lot of your t ime. Th e n I wi l l answ e r a n y
questions that might be asked, or attempt to answer those
questions. Section 3 t hrough 16 act u al l y are al l
definitions. Sec tion 17 establishes the Water Well
S tandards a nd Con t r a c t o r s Licensing Board. Section 18
requires that the Governor make the appointments w ith i n
6 0 days . Sec t i on 1 9 r e q u i re s that the board meet with i n
60 days. Section 20 provides that the board members shall
receive no compensation for services, but sh a l l b e ent i t l ed
to ac tua l a n d n e cessary e x penses that are currently paid to
other state e mployees. Section 21 provides t h at the
Department of Health designate an ind i v i d u a l , app r ov e d b y
the board, to serve as executive secretary to the board, and
to furnish such offices and materials as may be necessary
for operation of the board. Section 22 directs the board to
adopt rules and regulations to administer the various
responsibilities. Section 23 provides for the Department of
Health to administer examinations, and directs the board to
determine examination details. Section 24 provides the
authority to set reasonable license fees. S uch f e e s s h a ll
include no more than $25 for application, n ot l e s s t h a n $ 5 0 ,
nor more than $300 for license issuance. I want to point
out at this time that this board will be cash funded through
this license procedure. Section 25 provides for continuing
education. S e ction 26 provides that the Department of
Health is res ponsible for the administration and
enforcement. Section 27 provides the Health Department and
Environmental Control Counci l wi t h t h e au t ho r i t y to
establish standards for water well construction. S ection 2 8
gives the Department of Health the authority to inspect
water wells and w ell sites. Twenty-nine sets out the
procedure to be followed by a license applicant who desires
to engage in the co nstruction of water wells or the
instaI.lation of pumps and pumping equipment. S ection 3 0
requires all license holders to show proof of liability and
propert y d amage i n s u r ance coverage . Thirty-one sets out the
procedure to be f ollowed by certificate applicants who
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