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actually. The first is, as Senator Higgins pointed out, in
her floor remarks and as developed at t he hear i n g on t h e
matter, there i s a f ede r al p o rn o g r a phy statute that
prohibits the interstate transportation o f m a il i ng o f
pornographic materials and this i s th e age u s ed by t he
federal government. So this will make our statute conform
with the federal' sage l i mi t . Second l y , w e ha d som e
testimony from the Omaha Police Department and Douglas
County prosecution office representatives that among the
d ozens a n d do ze n s of v i de o t a p e s and t he h u n d r ed s o f
photographs of pornographic material they h ad rev i e wed as a
result of the November a nd December se i zu r e s , t h e re were
s ome border l i n e c a s e s w here i t w a s i m p o s s i b l e t o t e l l f r om
the photograph itself whether or not an individual was 15 or
under . I n ot h er wor d s , t here w e re i nd i v i du a l males,
children, shown in pornographic poses whose a ge s we r e
difficult to ascertain from the photographs themselves. So
they indicated that it would be a lot easier in terms of
prosecuting these cases if the age were raised so that these
children portrayed in the photographs would clearly fal l
within the age limit in the statute, and then at the end of
the ) earing, the Omaha Police Department officer showed
Senator Chizek and those other of us that were there at the
heari ng, Se nator A bboud, . . .

PRESIDENT: One minute of time.

SENATOR HOAGLAND: . . . e l e ve n p ho t o g r aphs , e leven act u a l
photographs taken in those raids, and I think it was t he
experience of seeing those photographs that clznched the
committee's opinion on the matter.

SENATOR VICKERS: Thank you. Before all of my time is gone,
I appreciate the answer but it seems to me that n o matte r
where the age is you are always going to have that problem
of being able to look at a picture and not be able to tell.
So I am not sure that that is a good reason itself. Okay,
t hank you , S e n a to r H o a g l a nd .

PRESIDENT: I s t h e r e further discussion? Y es, Se n a t o r
Higgins, the Chair recognizes you.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you , Mr. P re si de n t . Senator
Vickers, to clarify a little bit mo r e so me of y ou r
questions, I can understand where you are coming from.
N ebraska h as a h od g e p odge o f legal age for minors. For

9242


