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avalanche of paper this morning. S o I 'm go i n g to r ead one
article. Taking a trip last fall, going west, we would buy
papers and kind of see what was going on in o ther s t a t e s .
So this particular one was in the Peninsula Gatewa w hich i s
the legal newspaper of the City of G ig Harbor , dat e d
10-10-85 . Lot t e r y , Bad Bet. We wonder if the Washington
State Lottery has run its course as a money maker for the
state. When the state began the lottery both the winners of
the weekly drawings and state officials could celebrate the
amount of money received. Now it appears the state lottery
program is having problems keeping out o f the red .
Meanwhile both Oregon a nd Cal i f orni a h ave gon e t o t h e
lottery to produce cash for their state b udgets . Th i s w a s
bound to have impacted Washington's lottery. Now Oregon is
r eporting losses i n it s lottery program, j u st l i k e
Washington. Maybe the best bet would be to dr op t h e
lottery. Certainly state taxpayers in Washington should not
be forced to support the lottery program with state funds at
t he ex p e nse o f ot he r nee d ed state supported programs in
education or social services. I believe that, if this has
happened in other states, it very probably c ould happen i n
Nebraska. W ith that, I would su p p or t t h e k i l l motion .
S enator Hefne r .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Hefner.

SENATOR HEFNER: Mr. President and members of the body, I ' l l
be brief, but I just have a few words here. I f we go b a c k
i n h i st o r y , l o t t e r i es h ave been i n ex i st e n c e f or a l ong
time, in fact as far back as the Revolutionary War and they
use the lotteries to raise money and re d uce t ax e s . But t h e
trouble of it is they didn't raise ver y m u c h money. It
petered out. So they had to go back to raising money the
convent i o na l way , i n sales and income tax a nd p r o p e r t y
taxes. We fou nd out that like Iowa, Oregon, State of
Washington and other states are having problems now. Their
p rojec ' . ons a r e w a y off. And so I say to you this morning
it is not a consistent way to raise money. If a program is
important, a government should raise money the proper way,
s hould r a i s e . . . u s e the property tax, sales tax and income
tax to f und t hese programs if we see that they are
important. Many times we see people play the game that can
least afford to play them. They should be using these
monies to pr ovide food for their families, to p r ovi de
clothing and other necessities. I do not think that the
lottery game, and gambling such as this is conducive to the
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