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the first provision does. Now the second provision brings
d own the maximum l i f e t i m e suspension that a judge can impose
on a t h ird offense drunk driver f r om l i f et i me d own t o
10 years, and I think a lot of us view the lifetime license
s uspension a s b e i n g t oo h ar s h , b e c a u se after all no matter
how ol d som e one i s , l i f e t i me i s a l ong t i me , t h e rest o f
your life is a long time, and we think that 10 years i s an
adequate maximum sentence for license suspension for third
offenders. A life time suspension of someone in his
thirties, forties, or fifties is merely going to serve to
push them out of the state, to make them move s omeplace e l s e
where they can get licensed to drive. T he th i r d s i gn i f i can t
provision in LB 631 creates an offense of causing serious
bodil y i n j u r y w h i l e drunk driving, and this fills a gap i n
current law between motor vehicular homicide which carries a
year in prison, if you kill somebody because you a re d r u nk ,
and s i m p l e d r u n k d r i v i n g , simply weaving down the road.
Right now the penalty is the same for simply weaving down
the road, intoxicated while d r i v i n g , a s i t i s i f y o u c a u s e
an accident in which somebody else suffers serious bodily
injury. T his p rovision fills that gap by making it a
Class I I I mi sd e meanor i f you are drunk and seriously injure
somebody e l se . Th e fourth provision in this b i l l p l ug s a n
important loophole by preventing a nyone whose l i cen s e h a s
b een suspended f o r DW I in another state from coming into
N ebraska and b e i n g l i cen s e d h e r e , and we a r e s e e i n g s ome of
that. We are seeing people in Iowa who lose their licenses
for drunk driving coming o ver i n t o Nebr a s k a a n d having a
license issued here, and then going back and driving on that
Nebraska l i ce n s e i n I owa. Th i s w o u l d p l u g that particular
l oophole i n t h e d r u n k d r i v i ng laws. So, basically, what we
have tried to do in LB 631 is to instill the best ideas that
have been b r oug h t t o u s i n r e c en t ye a . s a s t o h ow we can
i mprov e t he 198 1 l eg i s l a t i on , t o strengthen it in some
areas, to moderate i t in othe r a r ea s . and t h at i s wha t t h e
b i l l doe , basically those four t h ings. I woul d b e p l ea s e d
to attempt to a n swer questions anyone mi gh t hav e . I woul d
ask the bill be advanced. Thank y ou , N r . Pr e s i den t .

P RESIDENT: T he C h a i r r eco g n i ze s Senator H a b e r man . Sen at or
Higgin s i s nex t .

SENATOR HABERMAN: Well, Nr. President,members of the body,
when we passed t h e or i g i n a l b i l l , I was the introducer and
Senator Hoagland requested could he co-introduce it with me,
and I sai d ye s . And although this weakens the o rig i n a l
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