
J anuary 15 , 1 98 6 LB 540

SENATOR MARSH: Senator Hoagland.

SENATOR HOAGLAND: Madam Chairman and members, LB 540 is a
comprehensive revision of the Crime Victim's Reparations Act
brought to us by Senator Pirsch. We spent considerable time
wit h i t i n t he Ju di c i ar y Comm i t t ee , are offering some
significant amendments tn the Legislature, and what I w i l l
d o i s b r i e f l y d e sc r i be w h a t those amendments are and then
Senato r Pz r sc h , e s t he r before or after the vote on the
amendments, if she des>res can f i l l you i n on t he g en er a l
purpose o f t he bi l l . Th e b i l l b as i ca l l y ab o l i she s t h e Cr z m e
Victim's Reparations Board and turns the responsibilities of
the act over to a subcommittee of the Crime Commission, the
Commission on Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice as it is
f ormal l y kn o wn . I t wou l d abol i s h t he $ 100 per d i em p a i d
members of the Reparations Board. It would make a number of
other changes. T h e committee, and this committee in the
deliberations adopted amendments which would reinstate the
provision that hearing officers be licensed to practice law,
would allow awards by a hearing officer subject to appeal in
the same manner as other awards. We made specific provision
for the payment of expenses in excess o f $ 1 0 , 00 0 f o r j ob
retraining or similar job related rehabilitative services.
We limited the provisions of the act to crimes committed
within the State of Nebraska. The or i g i n a l a ct d i d n ot d o
that. We a llowed telephone conferences to make emergency
awards in appropriate circumstances. We made some other
t echni ca l c ha n ges an d l an g u age t o c l ar i f y t he b i l l . We also
m ade a co up l e of ch an g e s required by recently enacted
federal statutes in order to qualify us to receive federal
funds in this area, and I believe, and Senator Pirsch can
orrect me if I am wr ong, that passage of this bill will

qualify us for an additional forty to sixty thousand dollars
in federa' funds we otherwise would not qualify for because
of some technical differences between our ac t and f ede r a l
requirements. So with that, Madam C hairman, I wou l d t u ' n
the discussion over to Senator Pzrsch to discuss the bill or
to adopt the committee amendments, whichever the Chair would
prefer. Senator Pirsch tells me that we should move for the
adoption of the committee amendments at t h i s t i me and I c' o
that, Madam Chair.

SENATOR MARSH: Seeing no lights, we a r e n o w re a dy a n d v . 1 1
vote on the adoption of the committee amendments. A l l t h os e
i n f a v o r vo t e ay e , op po s e d n o . We need 25 votes for the

7596


