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SENATOR HABERMAN: What the bill does is it allows farmers
t o ha r v es t and h a ul g r a ' n and o ther p r o d u c t s to s t o r a g e ,
market, or a stockpile in the field, or from a storage or
stockpile to mar ket. I t do es n ot a l l ow t ruck s t o b e
o verweigh te d by 15 pe r ce n t and go d o w n t h e h i ghw a y t o a
complete different community, use the interstate, or any big
semi, it doesn't allow that. It merely is the farmer during
harvest to get an overweight permit of 15 percent . He can
get four permits per year. The people who spoke in favor of
the bill were Lou Lamberty, Department of Roads, a nd Elo i s e
Schmidt, Charles Timm, and Norma Hall of W IFE. I h a v e
talked to the State Patrol. They have no problem with the
b il l a n d t h ey wi l l be en f or c i n g t h e o v e r w e i g h t l aws due t o
our change. Again I am going to repeat, this is not for the
long distance hauler. We cut d ow n t o 20,000 pounds t h e
maximum to be carried which takes out the real small trucks
that are used by farmers that a re maybe used t w o or t h r e e
times a year, and may be pretty old. We have t aken t h a t
d angerous t h i n g , as S e n a to r B e y e r has suggested, out of the
bi l l . Th i s i s de f i n i t e l y go i n g t o he l p because th e f ar m e r
has no control over getting his crops out of the field. Now
i f h e i s hau l i ng h i s co r n or his wheat from the elevator in
the winter time to the elevator, it doesn't go into effect.
This is during harvest that he can do t hi s . I t wi l l b r i n g
in $63,000 so it zsn't really going to c ost a n y t h i n g . You
might hear the argument that it is going to deteriorate the
highways. Well, the farmersare paying for the highways,
the g r a ve l ro ad , a nd wh a t hav e yo u , with their tax dollars,
and if they feel a need for this, they are going to pay for
these permits. They h a ve t o ge t t h e county boar d ' s
permission, state highway permission, State Pat rol
permission. They just can't go out a nd buy t h e s e t h i n g s o n
the black market or w h a t h a ve you . I t h i nk i t wi l l
definitely help get those crops out of the field because if
you are cutting wheat and you see a d ar k c l oud co m i n g u p on
the horizon, you want to get that wheat out of that field,
and t h e sa m e way with c o r n . Now co r n has a different
wetness. Different corn has different moisture. A farmer
c an' t j ud g e o u t in has field what the moisture i s and wha t
the weight is when he goes to put it into his truck. There
xs no w ay he can ] udge this. So h e might i nnocent l y b e
5 percen t or 10 pe r ce n t ov e r , whatever , and not even know
it. T h e same way with h aul i n g b e e t s . The y a r e f rozen .
There i s b i g be et s and little beets. They scoop up di r t .
There xs no way that they can actually be sure t h a t t he y a r e
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