
January 13, 1986

S PEAKER NICHOL: Se n a t o r Rod Joh n s o n , t hen Senato r Ru pp .
S enator R o d .

SENATOR R . J OH NSON: Mr. S p eaker, memb e r s , t hi s i s a
sensitive subject for t hose of u s , I gue ss , that a r e
potential victims of the restructuring. Clea rly the
Agricu l t u r e a n d E n v ir o n ment Commi t t e e w i l l b e one o f t h o s e ,
along with several other committees. Bu t as Se nator
Haberman has already highlighted to us I think that the
deletion or the taking of the environment portion out of the
c ommittee c e r t ai n l y wi l l r end e r t h e co mmi t t e e , I t h i n k , v e r y
weak, and in fact I don't know how many times you can
discuss checkoffs and tractor testing and pseudorabies and
those issues ad nauseam before the committee doesn't seem to
have any real function. I think the issue that we s hould b e
looking at, and I made this point known to Senator Morehead
earlier in a letter that she asked the senators to direct to
her office in case we did have opinions on this issue, that
what we should be looking at rather than the quantity of the
l eg i s l a t i ve b i l l s and h ow they are dealt with b y t h e
committees is rather that the quantity (sic) of bi l l s t h at
come out of that...oi. the quality of bills that come out of
that committee arid the work...and the quality of work that
i being done by those committees. I would defend the
Agriculture and Environment Committee as d ea l i ng
ambit i o u s l y , I t hi n k , with the environment issues t hat a r e
affecting Nebraska. Also I think the problem we have i n
this system deals with the r efe r e n c i n g o f t h e b i l l s . No one
is mentioning much about that. Let's face it, you cannot
take the politics out of referencing bills. I ' ve been
invo l ved i n a f i gh t on t h i s f l oor , along with some others,
on LB 284, where that bill should hav e go n e . And I ' m su r e
we' ve seen fights on this floor and in t h i s bod y on wh er e
particular issues should end up. But clearly you are not
going t o , unde r an y p o l i t i ca l restructuring of the
committees, you are not going to take the politics out of

". .his whole system. So no matter what structure you use,
whether you cut the committee, the Ag Committee or not, you
are still going to have those issues that are going to be
that in between stage where yo u a r e not su r e wh er e they
s hould b e r e f e r en c e d . F ina l l y , I want t o t al k a bout t h e
work of the co mmittee. As Senator Haberman highlighted
earlier, I don't t h ink any committee, or any i ndustry
utilizes the benefits of the elements of nature than does
agriculture. No one depends more directly upon good water,
good air, fertile top s oil than does agriculture. The
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