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SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Higgins, please.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you, Nr. President. I f ee l l i k e I
am the expert on bracketing since I have been the victim so
many times, or most recently, I s h o u l d s ay . I hav e not
heard of anyb o d y . . . I h av e n ot be en cont a c t e d b y a n y
i nsurance companies o r attorneys telling me that they have
agreed to bracket this bill or that they w anted t o b r a c k e t
it. I would suspect that Senator Beyer might be waiting for
somebody else to come and handle this, w hich I do n ' t b l am e
him if he didn't really intend to be the one to do it. I
would not bracket this b i l l . I don ' t t h i nk t h e r e is any
question in anybody's mind how many times Narge Higgins has
stood up and voiced her opinion about attorneys. A nd I f e e l
equally about insurance companies because I have had to deal
in twenty years with both in the insurance business. I
offered the amendment when this bill was on General File
that any prejudgment interest would not go t o an a t t o r n e y ,
that the check would be made out separately t o t he
i ndiv i dua l who go t p r e j u dgment i n t e r e s t . And that amendment
p assed a n d t h at t ook awa y the argument that the trial
attorneys were merely trying to get mor e money f o r

SPEAKER NICHOL: Excuse me, Senator Higgins, just a moment.
(Gavel.) Gentlemen, you are making an awful loud noise with
your t a l k i n g . ( Gavel. ) Gen t l e men . . .

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you, Nr. Chairman.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Wait a minute , I st i l l don ' t h ave the i r
attention. ( Gavel. ) Gen t l e men , m a y we have it quiet,
please. Thank you. Now, Senator Higgins.

SENATOR HIGGINS: I sn ' t i t n i ce t o have a man trying to get
everybody's attention f or you ? I cou l d do i t other ways
but...thank you, Nr. Chairman. At any rate, I was stunned
when I found out that doctors will go to heir own i n s u r ance
c ompanies and s ay , l o o k , I goofed, I messed up. I f we go t o
court, we are going to lose. The rec o rd s w i l l sh ow i t . And
the insurance companies refused to go to court. . . r e f u sed t o
settle out of court even though t hey k new t h e d oc t or , who
had purchased the insurance from them and who would h av e t o
admit that he had failed to do something, would l ose t he
case. It would seem to me that that in itself is conclusive
evidence that the insurance companies say i t i s we l l i n

themselves. I was shocked.
. .
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