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p lace i n t he st at e ' s j uv en i l e code certain fundamental
rights which should be granted to every j u v e n i l e a n d h i s o r
her parents or guardian in juvenile cases filed in the
juvenile court. We set out some changes in current law with
respect to how p arental termination and o t h e r j uv en i l e
p roceedings ar e con d u c ted i n the State of Nebraska. The
basic purpose is to make it clear that when a juvenile or
his parents, when the juvenile is alleged to be homeless or
destitute and his pa rents are indigent or in p arental
termination cases where the parents are indigent, why the
courts must znform all parties of the nature o f t h e
proceedings and p o s s i b l e c o n s equences, the right to counsel
for every party, the right to remain silent and the other
rights that are set out in the summary. The amendments also
allow the juvenile to be placed in the c are a n d c u s t o d y o f
Social Services pen ing adjudication i f t h e j uv en i l e do e s
not require detention in a l o c ke d f ac i l i t y . I t c onta i n s
provisions direct ng law enforcement officers what t o do
when a juvenile is taken into custody using the standard of
least restrictive alternative in any detention and other
matters that are set out in the amendment. N o w th ese
provisions came to us from various judges of the county
court, particularly judges in the Panhandle in Scottsbluff
County who a r e p ar t i cu l ar l y i nt er e s t e d i n l i ght o f an 1 981
Supreme Court decision and seeing that a number of rights in
these areas are codified so that the c ourts will t rea t
juveniles uniformly throughout the state and their parents
uniformly throughout the state in termination proceedings
and parental termination proceedings, particularly in cases
where a j uv e n i l e i a l l e ged t o b e h o m e l ess or de st i t u t e o r a
parental termination case where the parents are indigent.
Once again, these sets of amendments proposed to you are
largely of a technical nature. They deal with the way the
county courts, acting as juvenile courts, in 90 counties of
the state, excluding Lancaster, S arpy and D o u g l a s Count y ,
h andle t h e i r Juv e n i l e p r o c e e d i n g s . T hey a l s o g o v er n t h e w a y
t he j u v e n i l e j ud ges i n those other three counties handle
their juvenile proceedings. These provisions come to us
from the court itself, from the county court. I would urge
your adoption and would be pleased to a nswer you r q u e s t i o n s
a ny of y o u may h a v e . T hank you , N r . S p e ak e r .

SPEAKER N I CHOL: Senat o r Vard John so n , t h en Senator
Goodrich. Senator Goodrich, do you like to go...well, I
guess Vard i s co m i n g s o . . .
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