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SENATOR LANDIS: Nr . S peak e r , members of the Legislature,
yesterday Peter Hoagland indicated that we s hould no t r eg a r d
my amendments as an agreement or negotiated settlement of
the bill. He was quateaccurate in saying that. A t t h e
same time it would be remiss for John DeCamp to indicate
that the bill as it's presently constituted is an agreement
or one that is the product of my own work product along with
his . I i n t e nd t o support t h e bi l l at t hi s stage . I t
doesn't mean I won't have some amendments along with this
other list of amendments on Select Fil e my s e l f , b ut at t h i s
s tage I ' l l vo t e f o r t he b i l l .

PRESIDENT: Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Nr. Speaker, members of the Legislature, I
want to speak iust briefly xn favor of advancement of the
bal l . I supp o s e t h i z an xmp o s s x b l e ho p e , b ut I d ad p as s
out t o y ou y e s t e r d a y a sheet which talked about delay, delay
zn the processing of th ese k ind s of case s , an d t hx s
particular sheet, thi. particular handout was taken o ut o f
P rosser ' s ho r n b o ok . Pr os se r xs a l a w p r o f e s s o r and he di d
what is called in law school a hornbook, that is a the s i s on
a particular area of the law. It is called Prosser's Law
and To r t s an d he t a l k s in there about all of the legal
ramifications and all t he l eg a l qu e st i on s i nvolved ,
substantive and procedural, in the handling of tort cases
and I wanted to go back to Prosser and I wanted to read to
y ou a p ar t of Pr os s er be cau s e S e n a t o r R upp, f o r ex am p l e
among o t h e r s , h ad some s eriou s q ue s t i o n s a s t o w h e t h e r
defense attorneys really delay in t hese k i n d s o f c ase s , is
that really the fact that is out there: And I can tell you
from my experience that they most certainly do and Peter
Hoagland car. tell you from his experience that that is most
certainly the reality of the situation, that delay is a
conscious tactic zn this whole game of tort l aw. B ut I
wanted to read you from Prosser b ecause P r o s se r i s a much
r especte d p r o f es so r who d oe sn ' t have t he insurance
industry's point of view and doesn't have the trial lawyer's
point of view. He is writing objectively about t he l a w o f
torts and th s is what he s ays abou t t he p r oce s s a nd de l a y .
" The p r oce ' s znundate s ou r cou r t w ith tort c a ses a n d
particular y those involving automobile accidents. In many
a reas c a l e n d a r s are congested in fall months . Th ey hav e
been known to fall as much as three or four years behind
which means that the injured man must wait that long before


