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a s Senator Ch ambers sa i d , if it needs to be a priority,
l et ' s p a y for it. L et's not hide behind some f e e s we ' re
going to collect so that we don't raise our taxes doing it
a nd make a s p e c i a l gr ou p p a y for it. I support Senator
Chambers' amendment.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Higgins, then Senator Haberman.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. As I listened to
the debate on this bill, they' ve kind of got 49 senators
b etween a r ock and a h a r d p l a c e . If you don't vote for the
b i l l , t he re i s a st r ong p o s s i b il i t y that the people back
home are going to think, gee whiz, Marge Higgins is in favor
of child abuse because she voted against that bill or she
didn't support it when in fact, a s I l i st en t o t h i s de b a t e ,
I 'm beginn in g t o t h i n k , are we not creating a new program, a
new bureaucracy if you will? Right now the Department of
Social Serv i ce s h a s in Douglas County, Child P rotec t i v e
Services an d t h e i r j ob i s t o l ook out for child abuse and I
have spoken to Director Dunning about it and I ' ve t o l d he r
my experience with them has been p i t i f u l . I don ' t know
r ight n ow . I ' m go i ng t o s tudy t h i s b i l l som e m ore and t h e
ramifications of it. Are we c r e a t i n g a n e w pr o g r a m? Are we
creat i n g a n e w bu r eaucracy '? And are we using children to do
it? What's the present Child Protective Agencies doing? I
had a woman call me one time that was divorced or, excuse
me, who called me who was a foster parent. O n e of the
n atura l p a r e n t s w a s an emotionally disturbed woman and the
father was mentally retarded and the foster parent called me
because she had been to Child Protective Services , s h e h a d
been to juvenile court. She had been e v e r y p l a ce . And t h i s
chi l d w a s t h r ee ye ar s old and they had ruled that every
weekend that child would go home to its natural parents.
T he o n l y t r oub l e wa s wh e n t he b a b y c a m e ba c k h o me , the
foster mother said it would be two, three, four days before
i t w o u l d ev e r a l l ow h er t o change i t s d i ap er . He had been
s exual l y ab u s e d by his father and it was very o b v i o u s l y ,
obviou s ph y s i ca l l y . And on Fr i d ays when t he C hi l d
Protective Service came to take the child to t he n a t u r a l
parents, that poor infant or tw o o r t h r e e ye ar o ld would
scream and h ol l e r and cry, didn't want to go. And a s I
i nves t i g a t e d i t , they s a i d som e one was supposed t o b e i n
that home while that child was there a nd they o bv i o u s l y
weren' t. Now God knows I am against c h i l d ab u se or I wou l d
never have i n t r o d uced my chi l d p o r n o g raphy b i l l t hi s y e a r ,
but I'm wondering why we have a Child Protective Agency
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