
February 28 , 1 9 85 LB 252

E 6 R amendments.
C LERK: Mr . P re s i d e n t , on 252, the first item I have are

SENATOR HALL: Mr. President, I would m ov e t he E 6 R
amendments be adopted.

PRESIDENT: You' ve heard the motion. All those in favor say
aye. Opp o sed no. Motion carried. The amendments ar e
adopted.

C LERK: Mr . Pr e s i d e n t , Senator Beutler would move to amend
the bill. Senator Beutler's amendment i s f ound on p age 599
o f th e J o u r n a l .

P RESIDENT: 5 9 0 ?

C LERK: 5 9 9 .

P RESIDENT: 59 9 , pa g e 5 9 9 . The Chai r r e c ogn i ses Senator

SENATOR BEUTLER: Mr. Speaker, members of the Legislature,
you will recall that that bill has to do with commitment
procedures to the mental health center. As you will recall
t he de f i n i t i on of a me nt a l l y i l l , d ang er o us pe r son is
expanded b y t h i s b i l l t o i nclude a d r ug a b u s i n g pe r so n .
Then l at e r on i n t he d ef i n i t i o n sect io n a d r ug abusing
person is defined to mean a person w ho uses any d r ug s s o a s
to endanger the public safety or welfare,or wh o i s so
addicted to the u se of d r u g s a s to have lost the power of
self-control with regard...with respect t o h i s o r h e r
addiction. What my amendment would d o would b e t o ch a n g e
t he de f i n i t i on of a d rug abus in g p e r s o n t o simply sa y a
person addicted to the use of controlled substances. The
effect of that amendment is to narrow the definition. It
would e f f e c ti v e l y n ar r o w i t i n two respects. First of all,
it would cut out the l an g u age about endangering pub l i c
health, safety or welfare, and the language about losing the
power of self-control,some of which is redundant, in my
opini on , and ot he r of which is vaguely expansive and
therefore in appropriate. Secondly , i t narrows t he
d ef i n i t i on i n t hat i t wou l d de f i ne drugs at l ea st a s
controlled s u bstances and not lea v e it open t o
interpretation as to include...as to possibly include a
broad number of additional substances under the definition

B eutle r .
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