
Eebruary 15 , 1 985 LB 432

quality and competence of the employees, but it certainly
did have to do with the characteristics of the s ystem. I
think this is a basic right that everybody should have.
Everybody is going to have to retire some time. I n f a c t , I
would agree with Rex that we are taking heat off the county
boards by do in g t h i s . But if that is what we a re do ing , I
think it is a good thing that we are doing i t . I t h i n k i t
is appropriate that all count ie s h ave t he chance t o
participate in a pensi on progr a~~. There ar e
11 constitutional county offices, designated by law . Can
you imagine what would happen if the sheriffs, the clerks,
the treasurers, the register o f d e e ds , t he asses s o r s ,
everybody sa i d , we l l , i n the absence of the county board
doing it, maybe we should go to the Legislature and t r y t o
get an independent retirement plan started for ou rs e l v es .
It really makes sense, I think, and as fa r a s p r op e r t y t ax
is concerned, it should be insignificant. I t wi l l be
participated in by the employees. I would certainly urge
the body to support this legislation.

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Abboud.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
I serve on the Retirement Committee. I voted a gainst t h e
bill coming out of the c ommittee . Th e b i l l is relatively
simple , i t doe s o n e t h i ng . It mandates that all counties be
a part of the retirement system. At the present t ime
34 counties, by their own free will, chose to be a part o f
this retirement system, including the county i n whic h I
reside, D oug l a s Cou n t y . But also at the present t ime
5 7 other c o u n t i e s h a v e said that they did not want t o be a
part of the retirement system. The county boards, in their
good judgement, said that they did not want to be a part of
t his system. This bill provides or mandates t hat a l l
count ie s h av e t o b e a part of the retirement system. I
would like to say that there w a s a con s e n sus among the
county officials that they were in f avor o f t h e b i l l , bu t
the impression that I got, from the county representative
that presented the bill before the committee, was that t he r e
really wasn't a consensus, but it was felt, at least at this
particular time, that it was a good bill t o d i s cuss be f o r e
the Legislature. I w o u l d pr ob a b l y agr e e w ith Sen a t o r
H aberman's o b s e r v a t i o n that maybe this i s a b i l l t h at t h e
county officials wouldn't mind having, but they would rather
have the Legislature t ake t h e h e a t . They would like to be
out in western Nebraska and point t o L i n c o l n a n d s a y , well ,
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