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SPEAKER NICHOL: T he co mmittee amendments are adopted.
Senator Wesely .

SENATOR WESELY: T h an k you . Mr. Speaker and members, I
appreciat e t he ch a nce t o b r i n g t o you LR 23 . I t i s a
constitutional amendment c o-sponsored b y a nu mber of
senators, as you can see from the resolution as pr i n t e d i n
your b i l l book . I appr ec i a t e a l l that support and I hope
t hat we wi l l b e ab l e t o support the bill on through and
p lace i t on t he ba l l o t t h i s ye ar . LR 23 d e a l s w i t h a
q uest ion I h av e h a d a con c e r n about for some time. The
question is, how do we use our time most efficiently in this
Legislature? One of the things I think have been most
a pparent i s t h at we w a s t e a great deal of time in a long
session like this one getting ourselves organized, e lect i n g
our leadership, working out the committee assignments and
getting ourselves organized essentially to begi n a two - y e a r
l egi s l a t i v e c y c l e . We have really started now to click in
the last week or so, and the month of January.

. .

SPEAKER NICHOL: (Gavel. ) Excu se me, S enator W ese l y .
Please hold your conversation down so we can hea r S e n a to r
W esely. Tha n k y o u .

S ENATOR WESELY: T h ank y o u . I was saying nice things about
us, how we are really starting to move on this floor of the
Legislature. Want you to hear all the positive. B ut t h e
negative is, as many of you k now, we haven' t h a d t he be s t
s tar t - u p a l w ays when we start in the long session. We go
through an election in November and we have usually about 10
or so freshmen that are elected. That means those 10 people
really can't start in doing their duties until the session
star t s . The y d on ' t h ave any staff assigned. They don' t
have any offices assigned, don't r eal l y h a v e t h e a bi l i t y t o
start functioning and representing their districts unti l
about two months later when we start the session in January.
We also have a situation w here cha i r manships a r e i n l i m bo
for that two month period. We aren' t sur e , of c ou r se , who
is going to be elected chairman until that first day,
opening day of the session. We don't know what staff we can
h i re . We d on ' t know where our offices are going to be
located. We don't know what committee assignments we are
going to have and we really can' t even think about bills and
issues until all those issues that I just mentioned are
decided o r gan i z a t i o n a l l y . So we waste a lot of time getting
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