
LEGISLATIVE BILL 132

Approved by the Governor ApriI L5, 1985

Introduced by conway, 17; Schmit, 23; L' Johnson, 15;
chronister, 18; Vickers, 38

AN ACT relating to publi'c health and welfare; to amend
secti;ns 71-1,107.15 to 7l'].,lO7'21 and
7:--1,LO7.23 to 7f-].,lO7'29, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, L943; to define and
redefine term6i to change provj'sj'ons relating to
physician assistantsi to create a committee; to
pr6vide duties; to harmonize provisions; to
iepeal the original sections; and to declare an
emergency.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section 1. That section 7L-l,]-O7 '15, Reissue
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
foI lows:

77-7,LO7.15' The Legislature finds:
(1) That i.n its concern vrith the geographic

maldistri.buti-on of health care services in Nebraska it is
essential to develop additional health manpoweri

(2) That it is essential to encourage the more
effective utilization of the skiIIs of physicia-ns,.by
enabllng them to delegate health care tasks to qualified
iiys+e*iars phvsi.cian assi'stants when such delegation j-s
ioisistent wiE tfre patient's health and welfare, and

(3) That iecti.ons 71-1,1O7.15 to 71-L,lO7'29 ald
section 15' of this act are established to encourage the
ffiyeie*anle phvsician asslstants by
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sec. 2. That section 7L-L,LO1.16, Reissue

HeaI th of the State of Nebraska;
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physic i ans

(4)
any person who
equ*va+ent aB

Phys*eianl6 Phvsici.an assi
graduates from aa aPPreved
deterniaed bY the board

stant shalI mean
program or ite

Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
fo I Iows :

71-1,107.16. As used in sections 71-1,107'15 to
7L-L,:.O7.29 and section 15 of this act, unless the context
otherwise requires:

(11 approved program shall mean a prograrn fo-r
the education of ptysiJ+arrs physician assistants vJhich
the board formallY apProves;

(2) Board-Lhatl mean the Board of Examiners in
Medicine and Surgery;

(3) Depaitment shalI mean the Department of
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ard who tori I
and whothe concurrence of tment, approves toperform medlcal services under the supervision of aphysician or group of physicians approved by the board tosupervj-se such assistant;

( 5 ) Supervision shall- mean re spons* bleeuperv*sien and eontro+7 irhere the lie ensed phys+e+anasenneB Iegal iiabil*ty forphysieiaare ass+stant readers=
the Be rvieee that the

Exeept ia eases efenergeheyT supery+s+6n sha++
of ph].eiea+ preBenee ef
een3u+tatien aEd direet ion of €he aet+ens of thephyeieianis ass+stant- The beard shall furthef, estab++shrules aad requlatiene as to Hhat eenstitutes respensiblesnpervis+en ef the physieiaars aes+stantT andlabiIi

require the eaey availability
the +ieensed physieiaa fer

is
the

o S1 an for c

medi c a.I
Trainee a mean any person whocurrentLy enrolled j.n an app roved program;
Profi c i inati. oniniti al

certi t

an a aboa utili

me c].anted c1 an

lC1anAssi st
That se on -l,1,o7 , ReissueRevised Statutes of Nebraska 1943, be amended to read asfol Iows

Lme

7l-L,7O7 .77 . Notwj-thstanding any otherprovision of Iaw, a phys*e+an!s physician assistant mayperform medical servlces when hEJi-Glre renders sucirservices under the supervisron of a licred physi.cian orgroup of physi.cians approved by the board, in the-specialtyarea or areas for which the physieiaals pfry::Sfgnassistant shalI be trained or experLencEE- Any
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phyB+eianls phvsici an
6f sections

assistant certified under the
71-1,107.15 to 77-1,1O7.29 and

section 15 of this act
those services onIY:

to perform services maY Perform

1) In the offi ce of the supervising PhYsician
€e vhen the phyei

an maintai-
eiaare aeei ctaat is--IssigaedT where such

physici ns his or heJ Prj.mary Practice;
(2) l{hea the phyeiei an te vhen he i3 assiqhed is

sent In offl ce

stant
] care

the approval of the
where the supervising
a mem.ber of the staff

tal, with
governing oard of such hosPital,
phys
and

ician te Hhon he ir
the

aBsiqned is
assist

su

naho

ect and

Revlsed Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

71-1,107.18. Notwithstandlng any other
provision of law, a trainee may Perform medicaL servj'ces
ifren fre or stre renders such services within the scoPe of an
approved program.- Sec. 5. That section 7L-1,)'O7 '19, Reissue
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
fol lolrs :

71-1,1o7'19. (1) The board shall issue
certifi.cates cf apprcva+ fcr plcglalns fc! the edneat*an
and trair+Rg of pCysiciaalc acaistanto Hhieh neet bcald
staadarCe- Sueh eCueat*cna* prcqrar; naY ineludc
previs*ca fe; ccntinn+BE edusat*cnal reqnileilentn
Lit"ut*.r.a by the beard to persons who are graduates of
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be amended to read as

specialty classificatj.ons of training
flect

assistant. The physieiaars
receive training j. n one or moreshall be shoh'n on the certifica te issued

i.cian ts
fications which

or to
onRevi.sed Statutes of Nebraska, 1943,follows:

Sec t

7l-L,1O7.20. (1) The board shalI formulateguldelines for the consideration of applications by alicensed physician or physlcians to supeivise phy6ie+a;r6phvqiciFn assistants. Any application made byi ihysicianor physicians shalI include aII of the foltowing: -

(a) The quallfications, including relatedexperience, of the - phyeie*anrs phvsician -assistanf
intended to be emptoyeo;

. (b) The professional background and special.ty ofthe physician or physicians; and(c) A desctiption by the physlcian of his or her,or physicians of their, practj.ce jna tne way in whi=lh-EEeassistant or assistants shall be utilized.(2) The board, with the concurrence of thedepartmen t, shaIl approve an applicati-on by a licensedphysi c i an to supervise a physie*aale physj.cian assistantwhen the board is satisfl ed that the proposed assistant isa graduate of an approved progr sati
a fi l" na or te equ

a3 by the a s fully qualifled to perform
responsible supervision of a

aaC the public shaII be
arrangement proposed j.n the

medical services under the
llcensed physician. The j
adequ a te 1 y pro t e c teTl-!-the
applicatlon.

(3) The board shall certify no more than twophysieiaals physician assj.stants for any practr'cingphysici an.
Sec. 7. That section 7l_1,1O7.21, Reissue
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Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
fo I lows ;

7]--:- ,lO7.2l . Any person i',ho has not been
approved by the board, t"ith the corrcurrence of the
dlpartment,- and who holds himself or -herself out as a
pfir+"*."r. physlcian assj'stant, or who. uses any other
'i"'". to inaic-EG-or imply that he or she is a phycieiaalc
phvsician assistant, shall be guilty of a class IV felony'

- 

sec. 8. That section 7l-l,ro7 '23, Reissue
Revised statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
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7r-7, :-O7.23. The board, with the concurrence of
deny, suspend, or revoke the

to supervise a phys*eiaare
assistant held bY any PhY sician when it finds

cieac cf sections 7f-f,LO7 15 to 71-1, LO7 .29
this or any of the rules and

by rd thereunder are not beingaregulations
complied with. In case s of failure
fees, denial shall be automa tj,c. Any
suspenslon, or revocatlon shall be
pursuant to the

Sec

to pay the required
limltation, denial,
subject to review

previe*era ef Chapter 84, article 9.
9. That section 7l-1,1O7.24' Reissue

fo I Iows :
7l-1,LO7.24. The board shall adopt rules and

reg:Lllations necessary for the administration of the
rri"+e+an!c phvsiciin assi.stant utilization' Such
;;;;;"tr and su-E6E1;;and resulati'ons shall be adopted in
^"ccirdance ,rith chaPter 84, article 9' the bearC shal*
iJept euen rulcs and regiula€*ene ae 6hal+ be neec66at:y tc
iR6nre both tbe ecnti-trued ecnpeteney ef phye*eianlc

"".+.tr.t. aad the PrePer uti+i!ati6n ef thcn by
Fhysieiaris or qrouPs of phy6+eians: Rules and regulations'=frlrf be aOoptea to -aisure that every physi-eianr6
pnv=i"i." assj'itant performs hls or tr-er s-ervices under the
;;;F;mibre superviiion and control of a physician or
groip of physiilans. Tfre board shall adopt aII rules and
i"gui"ti"^"s'required and authorj.zed by the proviaicE6- 6f
=.Itior. 7l-L,io7.15 to 71-1, Lo7.29 and section 15 of this
act only with the approval of the department'

sec. 10. That section 71-1, lo7 '25, Reissue
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as

Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be arnended to read as

fo I Iows :
71-1, !O7 .25. ta developing eriteria fcr preEran

ap]rr6va+ aad appreval of app+iea€+enc to u€ilizc
phyeiei aara aBsiBtants and ia preparing its rePcrt to the
Ecqi elatureT the be a:d shall eo;sri+t n+th aRC aeek thc
adviee of prefeesi ena* neCieal ergaaiaatiere and
apP
cre

repriate 6pee+a+tY "epre 6ehtative B?
s1c1
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Such shall incl

one
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7l-L,1O7.26. (1) A feebv the board ef fifty Cal*arg shaappllcatlon to the board by aphysicians for authorization tophvsician assj.stant.

77t-t,tal.29
as author n9 any e
engage in any of the health pro
department pursuant to the provi

j.ng the proper
That secti-on

artlcle 1, without hav

Sec. 1L. That secti.on 71-1, tO7.26, ReissueRevised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read asfollows:
in an amount established
iT accompany the annGI
physician or group of
supervise a phye+e+an!s

not be

-(2) Upon approval by the board of an applicatj-onfor certification of a phys+eianlB physician lisistant,the appl j.cant shall be charged a fee ef-frEiE-y-g+ye do++argin an__e!g!q! e.stablished bv the board., and a fee j.n anamount established bv the board ef fifteea dollare EIEIIaccompany. eacn yEEiIy appfication for renewal of thephye*ei aa!a phvsi. c j-an assistant certificate.(3) A]1 fees shalL be expended for the benefit ofthe profession of medlcine and suigery, and otherwlse usedas provided in section 7l-162, and for the purpose ofadministering and enforcing the previsioae ei slctions71-1,107.15 to 71-1, fO7 ,29 and section 15 of this act.Sec. 12. Thatffiissue
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read asfollows:

and o
lbe

red
two

, 107. 15 tof-I,1O7.27. Nothj.ng in sections 71-1and sect s act shalI be construed
ci-an assistant to

censed by the
s+6HB ef Chapter 71,
License therefor-
7l-7,1O7.2e, Reissue
be amended to read as

Sec. 13
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943foI Iows:

7l-1,7O7.2A. Any physician or physj.cian groups
_6_ 259
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avs of the ef qcflve date of this act bv the Board o
aa I th an.l be composed of tv/o phvsician assistan

ls- )ers shall serve no more than

)asi-s and commi
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uti Iizing
for any
physician
and contro

phycieiaare phvsician assistants shalI be Iiable
neitiqent affiomissions of phys*eian!6
asiisiants while acting under their supervision
I.
Sec. :-4. That section 71-1,1O'1 '29, Reissue

Revlsed Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

7t-1,1o7.29. Any phyaie*aalc phvsician
assistant hrho is certified and who renders services under
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not be construed to be engaffi
of medicine

assi- not

the supervi slon and control of a licensed physj.cian  S

,107.15 to 71-1,107 29 andprovided by sections 71-1
section 15 of this act shall
in the unauthorized Practice

15.
c ati

Sec

Sec tor iginal sections 71-
,23 to 7]--1,LO7.2'

1,107. 15 to
7l-l,lO7.2l and 7f'l,lO7 9, Reissue
Revised Statutes of Nebraska 1943, are repealed

Sec- 17. Since an emergency exists, this act
shall be in fulI force and take effect, from and after its
passage and approval, according to Iaw.
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