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is not the intent. We still have very good coverage for our
enpl oyees, very, very, conpetitive coverage for enployees,
and we pick up nore of the premiumcost than is typically
done for enployees so | don't think we are being unfair. |
don't think we are being unjustified in our efforts to keep
down our health care costs, but that snall percentage we do
ask an enployee to pick up will be enough of an incentive to
make sure they try and hel p us keep those health care costs
down, work as a partner with the state as their enployer to
keep their health care costs down. That is really the
intent. That is the philosophy behind it. We are noving in
this direction. Everybody realiree it. This is not
anything that is a surprise to anybody. The real question
is, do we move to this this year or do we wait until next
ﬁar? Wel |, you know this sane debate occurredl|ast year.
tal ked about the concept and the decision to change our
heal th care insurance coverage |ast year. We said, well, we
will do it next year. That. would be 1984 which iswhere we
are at today and we will do a study and we wi |l cone back
and get the job done. Well, we did all of that and here it
is 1984. Now we want to say again, well, let's do it next
year but next year never conmes. The enpl oyees have heard
about this for nonths. It has been discussed many, many
times in the newspapers. There were newsletters sent out to
t he enpl oyees. Theywere aware of the plans. This is no
surprise and it is no surprise, | will tell you, because |
have gotten lots of calls and letters from enpl oyees who did
not |like the change that we are proposing here and |
understand that, but based on the firm solid phil osophical
ground that | tal kedabout that consunmers shoul d have some
role to play intheir health care costs, | have no doubt
that this change is justified. I amvery strong in ny
support and belief of that. | am al so convinced that state
enpl oyees have been wonged. They were wonged | ast year
when we did not supply them a salaryincrease and instead
pi cked up the total increase in their health insurance
premium That was a mistake. | opposed it at the tine, but
we did it anyway, but they were wonged not to have a salary
i ncrease and we were wong to pick up instead of a salary
i ncrease their health insurance prem um but we did it
anyway. That is a wong that we aretrying to right this
year by providing a salary increase and adjusting their
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