
LB 915M arch 15 , 1 9 8 4

P RESIDENT: S e n a t o r L a b e dz .

SENATOR LABEDZ: T hank you, Mr. President, members of the
Legislature, in my district I have a couple off track
betting businesses started by people that have lived in
S outh Omaha a l l o f t h ei r l i ve s , r ai si ng a f ami l y , sen d i n g
their children to schools in the area, and I don' t know if
any of you have received any calls from people that are
involved with going to the off track betting businesses and
placing a $2 bet. I did receive a very interesting call
yesterday. An elderly man told me that all his life he went
to the races when he was able to drive and get there on his
own and he said now it has come to a time where he is unable
to drive and unable to get there and he said the only
enjoyment I have, other people may like to play bingo, other
people go out and buy pickles, other people go out into the
taverns, he said but I study the Racing Form and I walk over
to the off track betting every day that the races are there
and place my $2 bet on an exacta or a daily double and he
said now they want to take away the only enjoyment I have
because nobody will pick me up and take me to the races.
Now I know that is happening quite a bit to the people that
do business and I am sure that you received a lot of cards.
I see absolutely nothing wrong. We a llow them to go to the
races yet we don't allow them to walk a block or two down
the street and place a $2 bet. I think we are being very
selective. I think it is wrong and I think that it is a
legitimate business. There has been nothing wrong with it
so far. I t has caused the City of Omaha, I am sure, no
trouble. I see no reason why the people that can't get to
the races shouldn't have the opportunity to place a $2 bet.
I urge the adoption of the amendment, and as I said...as
Senator Higgins said, we are not making them legal forever.
We are just grandfathering in those that are in and give
them an opportunity to find something else to do. Thank
you.

PRESIDENT: Senator Ron Withem.

SENATOR WITHEM: Mr . P resident, members of the bo dy, I
support the Higgins amendment. I, unlike the other speakers,
frankly do not like the off track betting establishments. I
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