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passed, then the state will incur at least a $5.4 million
expenditure.

SENATOR HABERMAN: Okay, so then the fiscal note of
$5,485,000, that is what it is going to cost us if we don't
pass the bill. 1Is that correct?

SENATOR WARNER: That is correct, Senator Haberman.
SENATOR HABERMAN: Thank you.

PRESIDENT: 1Is there further discussion on the...there is an
amendment to the bill.

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Vard Johnson would move to
amend. Senator Johnson's amendment is on page 1266 of the
Journal.

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Mr. Speaker, members of the body, 1
don't know how many of you realize the importance of this
bill, but this is an incredibly important bill this session
and this bill ought not to simply slip through this session
without there being a fairly prolonged and thoughtful

discussion on the bill. Senator Haberman, you asked the
fiscal impact of this bill if the bill itself was not
advanced. The fiscal note indicates if the bill is not

advanced, the state will end up paying $5.7 million. 1If the
bill is advanced, the state will avert a cost of
$5.7 million. It is incredibly important for the membership
to know, however, that even if the bill passes and the state
averts $5.7 million in legal responsibility, the counties
will pick it up. Nobody has told you that, but the counties
will pick it up. Why will the counties pick it up? Because
you are dealing with sick, incapacitated, disabled, poor
people. [If the state refuses to pick up the cost of care
for incapacitated, sick, poor people then those same
individuals will go to their county welfare offices and
qualify for general assistance, otherwise known as poor
relief, and under the county standards will get general
assistance and this cost will be a cost that the county
governments will pay to take care of sick, incapacitated,
poor people. Okay? Now I can't say to a certainty that the
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