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SENATOR VICKERS: As they thought it would be appropriate
depending on the beliefs of the people that were asking for
it. One of the main purposes for that evaluation, I will be
very honest about it, is to make an accommodation for the
Amish, Mennonites and so forth that might not believe in
education past a certain level.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Ok ay, thank you, Senator Vickers. Thank
you, Mr. Speaker, for the indulgence.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Howard Peterson is next, then
Senator Withem. The question has been called. Do I see
five hands? A ll those in...I do. All those in favor of
ceasing debate please vote aye, opposed nay. Record.

CLERK: 2 5 a y es , 0 n a y s , Mr . P res i d e n t .

SPEAKER NICHOL: D ebate has ceased. Senator Vickers, did
you wish to close, please?

SENATOR VICKERS: Th ank you, Mr. President. M embers, this
issue I think has been debated at extreme length. I believe
the issue is very clear to most of you but let me make a few
points about the amendment before you. It was p retty
evident the last couple of weeks that this body is very tom
up and probably doesn't have enough votes to go in any
direction. As I admitted when I offered this amendment,
this is not necessarily liked by everybody. I understand
that. But in response to Senator Higgins, sometimes we do
have to try to change our statutes and that does mean
compromise. Sometimes we have to change our statutes to
accommodate some people. But I would say that under the
current mechanisms we have got right now, we could have some
of the cults come in that Senator Higgins referred to. We
do not try to define religion in this state and I think that
is a proper thing and I don't want to get in the place where
we are trying to define religion. I believe it is the
state's responsibility to make sure that children have an
opportunity for education. I think this tries to do that.
I think it tries to do it in a logical fashion. As Senator
DeCamp pointed out, there are those people that will take
issue with the fact that their instructors will have to have

943 7


