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He brought them a check. And so it is really nothing new.
So all I can say now, and I have talked enough about it
before that you know what the issue is and Senator Johnson
has brought out the issue. It is a tu rf fight between
whether the Department of Social Services is going to call
the shots and the counties are going to pay, or whether the
counties are going to have something to say about it. And I
hope you will support the amendment. Otherwise, the bill is
completely negated from what it was when we started. Thank
you.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Higgins.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Th ank you, Mr. President, colleagues, I
urge the adoption of Senator Kahle' s amendment to the
committee amendments. Senator Johnson said that there was a
tradeoff on Medicaid and this and he is absolutely right.
The only thing is they didn't exactly tell any of the
counties that when they assume the care of the indigent, the
s tate was going to w rite the determination of who i s
indigent and the county was going to pay. I don't think
that is quite fair, Senators. A nd as Senator Kahle said,
the counties are going to pay the bill and the Department of
Social Services is going to tell them how much they are
going to pay. What has this body been discussing ever since
we met this January? Property tax relief. Do you think the
Department of Social Services is one bit concerned that your
county is going to have to raise property taxes in order to
pay for whatever the state mandates? If you are really
concerned about property tax relief, you will let those that
have to write that rule determine who is medically indigent
and who is not. Yo u can't have the Department of Social
Services mandating who is going to get the medical care and
then saying, we are giving a blank check and you counties
are going to sign it, like it or not. If we d on't adopt
this amendment to the committee amendments, then you are
effectively voting to raise property taxes and I don't think
any one of th. 49 senators here wants to raise property
taxes and that will be the effect of this bill if we don' t
adopt Senator Kahle's amendment to the committee amendments.
So I urge the body to vote yes for Senator Kahle's amendment
to the committee amendments. Thank you, Mr. President.
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