March 5, 1984 LB 671

SENATOR LAMB: Thank you, Mr. President. This is a bill
that Senator Kahle and I introduced which probably should be
on the consent calendar but it did have one negative vote
out of committee. Most of the political subdivisions of the
state allow the board members to be reimbursed for the
mileage expense when attending regularly scheduled meetings.
I guess it's a quirk of the law that county board members
are not allowed that privilege. They do not get pay for
coming to the board members, to the meetings and this is
permissive legislation which would allow the county boards
to receive that at the option of the various counties. Now
the unfair part of it is in the larger counties you have,
some board members may not travel more than a mile or two,
but others travel 50 or so miles to the county board
meetings. So it's unfair that they come into those meetings
without any reimbursement. Small counties, it doesn't make
that much difference and some small counties will not want
to reimburse the board members for their mileage coming to
the meetings because it is a very small item and they don't
want to mess with it. So that's the reason this is
permissive legislation supported by the County Officials
Association and the number of county board members. 1I'd ask
that the bill be advanced.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Kahle, then Senator Rod Johnson.

SENATOR KAHLE: Well, Mr. President, I guess 1 was under the
assumption all the time that all counties were able to pay
for travel of the county board members to the meetings. In
my tenure as a county board member starting 16 years ago and
ending eight years ago, I was always paid for traveling to
the county board meetings and I thought it was certainly
fair and I'm sure that this bill should be passed because
it's certainly not fair if you don't do it this way. 1 live
14 miles from Minden, Nebraska, where our county seat is and
we had four of the seven board members who lived either in
Minden or right on the outskirts of Minden. We also had
another board member who lived farther away from Minden than
I did and one almost as far. So in order to make it
anywhere near even, they should be certainly paid for the
mileage to come in. It's not altogether different than what
we have at the state level. I always complained that we
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