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SENATOR CLARK: Thank you Senator Kilgarin. That was very
interesting. We will now take up Senator Eret's resolution.

CLERK: Mr. President, Legislative Resolution 267 offered
by Senator Eret found on page 1053 of the Journal. (Read
r esolu t i o n . )

SENATOR CLARK: S e n a t o r E r e t .

SENATOR ERET: Mr. President and members, this resolution
honors the National S ociety of P ershing Rifles i n
recognition of its 90th anniversary this year. P ershing
Rifles is a national student honor society made up of Army,
Navy, and Air Force ROTC cadets and other students, male and
female all alik e. This gro u p was founded by
General John J. Pershing when he wa s sta tioned at the
University of Nebraska as a professor of military science
and t ac t i c s f r o m 189 1 t o 189 5 . Gene r al Per s h i n g i s
enshrined in our Nebraska Hall of Fame. What started his
one drill team of Army ROTC cadets 90 years ago has over
time spread to all three branches of the service. This
organization, which was unique to the University of Nebraska
for the first 30 years after its founding has spread to over
100 colleges and university campuses across the country from
Los Angeles to New York in 35 states and Puerto Rico. What
began as one company of cadets at the University of Nebraska
in Lincoln has at its height claimed nearly 10,000 members
and today possesses an alumnae of over 80,000 former
Pershing riflemen i n th e a rmed services i n civilian
population. One former Pershing rifleman was George Sheldon
who was Governor of Nebraska from 1907 to 1909. Though the
Pershing R i f l e s i ni t i al l y b eg a n a s a d r i l l t eam, t od a y i n
addition to drill they provide training for cadets in the
areas of tactics, marksmanship, orienting, and s taff
administration. Pershing Rifles prepares young cadets for
future military and civilian leadership. Th e P ershing
Rifles also provide some community services and serve as the
Governor's Ho nor Guard. They we r e present a t the
cornerstone laying ceremony for this Capitol Building in
1922 and on a more recent note, you may have noticed them at
Nebraska home football games where they provide the color
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