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of the Legislative Journal.)

SPEAKER NICHOL: Ladies and gentlemen, I understand this is
Ladies History Week, Women's History Week. Senator Kilgarin
corrected me. I thought I was better than to start with but
at any rate, we' re going to have a short dissertation by one
of our lady members each day this week and we have our
l i t t l e co l l ee n , S e n a t o r K a r e n K i l g ar i n wi t h us t h i s m o r n i n g .
Senator Kilgarin.

SENATOR KILGARIN: Thank you, Speaker Nichol. This i s
Women's History Week and every morning you will receive a
little history on famous women. This morning I'm going to
tel l you a l i t t l e bi t ab ou t Mar y E l i zab e th B a i r d Br y a n .
Mary Baird Bryan was a confidante, advisor, chief aide,
counselor, speech writer, a nd political partner of
William Jennings Bryan, nationally famous American political
leader. Born i n Illinois, Ma ry Baird was m arried to
Wil l i a m Jenn i ngs B r y an , a la wyer , i n 1884 and move d t o
Lincoln, Nebraska, their home residence for more than three
decades. There, Mary studied law and was admitted to the
Nebraska Bar in 1888. Although she did not practice law,
she used her legal training to assist her husband. During
her husband's long political career it was Mary Baird Bryan
who advised and counseled The Great Commoner on people and
political issues and researched and w rote his speeches.
With her husband, Mary Bryan campaigned for women's rights,
the eight-hour work day, currency reform, farmers programs,
prohibition, the trade union movement, and world peace.
She, a lso, managed t he family's finances, a ttended
personally to the early education of their three children,
taught Sunday school, and was one of the founders of the
Lincoln Sorosis Club. Her statue does not stand in the
nation's capitol nor in the Nebraska Hall of Fame as does
her husband' s, but she was an equal partner with her husband
in both politics and in married life. Mary Baird Bryan died
in 1930 at the age of 68, a famous American. A nd later on
this week, you' ll hear about four other famous women from
the other women Senators in the Legislature. Thank you for
y our t i m e .
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