January 10, 1984 LB 623

than 70 days before the el ection. LB 623 woul d change that

to 60 days. Section 9 pernits el ection workers who work
nore than twel ve hours on election days to vote bg absentee
ballots. Now currently we use the word "officials although
we have always neant that to include staff. There have been
some questions raised as to whether or not that needs to be
nore conpletely defined. | can add the note that one of tha
amendrments which will be of f ered makes explicit that
officials means not only the el ection officials thenselves,

the County Clerk if you will, but their staff. Poll workers
who are going to be working twel ve hours or nore can vote by
absentee ballots nowin the event the anendment and the bill

are passed. Section 12 sets the specific date, that being
the fifth Wednesday after an election for automatic recounts
for candidates required to file with the Secretary of State.

So far no existing statutory requirement has been given. In

other races the recounts would have to be nade as soonas
Eossi bl e after the adjournnent of the County Canvassing
oard. Section Il is amended so that only in elections in
whi ch nore than 500 votes are cast would anmargin of victory
of one percent or less automatically trigger a recount.
There are many elections in which there are |less than 500
votes cast and the one percent difference between candi dates
triggers an autonmati c recount but because of therelatively
smal | nunber of votes what mght be avery real margin, 25

votes for exanple, in such a race would still not be
significant enough to escape the provision of automatic
tri- ggering of recounts. 1n all other elections that
triggering percentage is two percent. I n other words for
smal| el ections, 500 votes or less, the trigger is reduced
fromtwo to one percent. In all other elections the

exi sting two percent trigger mechanismis naintained. Those
are the provisionsthat remain in LB 623 and | would be
happy to explain the amendment that | offer, Nr. President,
if you would like ne to do so at this tine.

SENATOR BEVTLER: | believe, SenatorLandis, that by the

order of the amendnents we should take Senator Labeds' s
amendnent first. Senator Labeds. Do you need to read
amendnent, Nr. Cderk'? Ckay, Senator Labeds.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Thank you, Nr. President. As you recall
yesterday we had a lengthy discussion on LR?20
constitutional armendnent. |t was di scussed and mentioned

6506



