January 10, 1984 LB 276

Senator Kilgarin caught an error in the anendnment. It says

"Il A m sdenmeanor”. There is no such thing as a II'A
mi sdeneanor . |t is a typo. It should be a IIIA
m sdeneanor. Rather than to get into a quarrel with the
bill drafter, | would sinply nmove to change it to IIIA

misdemeanor.

SPEAKER NI CHOL: You have heard the anmendnent. All those in
favor vote aye, opposed nay. Record, M. derk.

CLERK: 25 ayes, 0 nays on adoption of the commttee
anendnent, M. President.

SPEAKER NI CHOL: The anendment has been adopted. We have no
ot her anendrments, do we? Okay, bac'k to the bill. Senator

Hoagland.

SENATOR HOACLAND: Let me now try in the seven m nutes
remaining, and | won't take that ruch tine, before the noon
hour and describe briefly to the body what this two part
bill does. The nost inportant part of the bill is to add a
crimnal sanction forviolating a restraining order. Now
let me explain why this is inportant. Frequentlyin divorce
cases, a )udge near the onset of the case will enter an
order requiring one partyor the other, usually a husband,
to | eave the house and to stay away and not to cone around
and bother the wife, not to cuss her out, or try to get in
the house and take his belongings, or whatever. It is
customary throughout the state for a restraining order,
so-called restraining orders, to be entered to protect
?enerally the wi fe who generally has custod%_ of the kids
roman angryand irate husband by telling himsinply to
stay away for a cooling down period. Now the problemis
under current |aw there is no enforcement of those except
t hrough the contenpt procedures of the court and we have
gotten conpl ai nts throughout the state, | think this
particul ar provision was brought to us by Jim Moravek, an
attorney in Alliance, who cited exanples in his practice
wher e husbands, generally, would cone around and rattle the
wi ndows or rattle the door and cause problens for the wfe,

but because civil contenpt was the onl¥ penalty, the wfe
couldn't call the sheriff. The sheriff wouldn't cone and

give her a hand in that kind of situation. It nmight take a
week or ten days before the wife's attorney could schedul e
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