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marry people just like ministers and priests and rabbis can.
Judges can marry people. Under our current law if a Judge
of the Supreme Court marries somebody, he is not obligated
to charge any fee, and if the judge of a district court
marries somebody, he is not obligated to change (sic) any
fee. However, under current law, under current law, if a
county judge marries somebody, he is obligated to charge a
fee of 420 to marry the person. He does do that and he has
got to take that money and give it to the state. Now that
was up until...that is the current law. Until a year ago he
was required to charge a fee of SS. Now Judge Cooper
suggests and I agree if all the other judges in our state
can marry people without charging any fee whatsoever, or if
the person that got married wants to provide a gratuity,
that is so be it, then the county judges similarly shouldn t
have to charge a fee for the service. It is one of those
courtesies that judges do for people. So what this bill
does is it simply eliminates for the county judges any
requirement to charge a fee to marry people. And the last
change is a change that really is important. If you write a
will, and when Senator DeCamp prepares his will, he cs5 take
that will and he can simply file it with the county court
even though he is alive. He can use the county court as his
safety deposit box, and for years, and years, and years, and
years, people in our state have used county courts as their
safety deposit box for their wills, and for years, and
years, and years, we have charged them a dollar. They paid
a dollar just to put their will in the county court and it
would stay there until their death, and when they died,
their relatives would come in and make an inquiry as to
whether or not a will had been deposited, and if it had been
deposited, why the will would be extracted and probated.
Well, last year when we did LB 928, actually in 1982 when we
did LB 928 we raised that fee from a dollar to $20 and I can
tell you that what effect that has had is that has
absolutely operated as a deterrence to people to file their
wills. So now what they do with a will is they put them in
the desk drawer at home or they put them in the tin box up
in the attic or they put them in a file cabinet so they can
get lost, they can get burned up, and what have you. They
just don't pay the 820. So what this bill does is it says,
look, we should continue to have a nominal fee for the
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