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hands, will vote aye, those opposed vote no. Voting aye,
Mr. Clerk.

ASS| STANT CLERK: Senator Landis voting aye.
SENATCR LANDI S: Fi fteen seconds. The Clerk will record.
ASSISTANT CLERK: 28 ayes, 0 naysto ceasedebate.

SENATOR LANDI S: We cease debate. Senator \Warner, on your
closing for the specific amendnent to LB 629.

SENATOR WARNER: M. President, menbers of the Legislature,
to respond to two or three things. The nerit system has
been referred to. It covers enployees in only six agencies
and it is a federal program The rest of the enpl oyees

are covered under the State Personnel system which they

can becone a classified enployee In tinme and gives them
sone Job protection but they are not all under the nerit
system The other thing that should be pointed out if

you make no change now for the next twelve nonths, then

what you have done is given a 5% increase in the |last 24
nonths. That is an average of 25% per year In any way you
cut it, any way you figure it for the 12 nonths or the two
years of 12 nonths each, total of 24 nonths, There are

other reasons why one should argue. The salary survey has
had some reference and there are sone that are critical

of salary survey. | have at tines In the past been because
it doesn't necessarily cover every classification that there
I's. The thing that is significant though is that you

usual Iy use begi nning salaries. A far nore significant
finding in that salary survey Is that by gob classifications
state enpl oyees were as of July 1 of 1982 124%$ bel ow t he
average for those sane gob classifications. So to argue
that they are overpaid really doesn't hold water. You can
al so argue, it has been argued that there are other benefits,
paid holidays. That |s set by statute. If you think those
are too nuch you can change it. But the point is that it
seens to ne to consider a 2@ sal ary ad)ustnent per year

for the last two years is about as nodest as you can possibly
tal k about. So |I would hope that you woul d adopt this anmend-
nment. It is reasonable. Depending on what happens to some
of the other bills or depending on what the Covernor nay
sign or veto, it can easily be accommobdated within the rates
that we are already tal king about if sone other bills either
are not passed or vetoed. | hope you adopt the anmendnent.

SENATOR LANDI S: Senat or Warner has closed. We will proceed
with the vote on the issue. | have a point of personal
privilege, Senator Hggins, is that righty The Chair recognises
you.



