May 23, 1983 LB 490

Charl es Lane who is the Dlrector of the Community Action
Programin Omaha and | asked hi mwhat hls opinion on the
subject was and he said it was a good thing. Sol put
together this piece of legislation and | carxied it to
the Public Health and Wl fare Commilttee and it was ad-
vanced to the floor and it has now been advanced to, from
Ceneral File to Select File but I got a | oose cannon on
the deck and that | oose cannon is Senator Sam Cul | an who
is responding to a | oose cannon up in his |egislative
district and the truth of the matter is that is not a
good way to make | egislation. Wiat you do is you | ook

at the 1ssue on its nerits and you nove it forward and
you don't sinply Elay get even politics. It is for that
reason | would ask you to sinply repudiate Senator Cullan's

mot 1on whlch is to bx acket the bill until next year. Let's
take a | ook at the bill on 1lts nerits and if you don't care
fox'the bill you can vote against it. It you think the

bill is a neritorlous bill, which | do, then you can sup-

port 1t. There is no sense in penalizing the Cbnnunity
Action Programthat operates in your district, its staff,
its personnel and its constituent comrunity sinply because
Senat ox Cull an has a gnhLemmith an Executive Director of a
Community Action Programin his district.

PRESI DENT: The Chair wants to announce, while the Legis-
lature is in session and capabl e of transacting business
| propose to sign and do sign LB 61S, 254A and LB 254.
The Chair recogni zes Senator Warner. Senator Warner, do
you Wi sh to speak on the Cullan notiont

SENATOR WARNER: M. President, nmenbers of the Legislature,
I have a concern with 490 and | will use this opportunity
to speak on it and | would support holding it upfor this
reason, and that is the concern | have that the |egislation
will prevent future sessions of the Legislature 1n the ap-
propriating process to review how these block grants are
used. The noney by the law,or by the bill, 1f it became

| aw, woul d require that the full 95C would only be avail abl e
for the community services block grant, would only be avail -
able to the Community Action Pxogranms. Underthe “fedex'al
gui delines there are other uses that could be used, a por-
tion of the funds, such as the Depaxtnent of Aging, the Ne-
braska Senior Gtizens Council, braska Associ ati on of
Farm Workers and others would be eligible to receive a
portion of the community services block grant and 490 pre-
vents those kinds of transfers from bei ng even consi dered
in the future. So | would support holding it up or I would
support a notion to strike the requirenment that these funds
can only go for this purpose and only again to provide the
kind of flexibility that | think future sessions may need
or may want to have. So | woul d again support hol di ng up



