May 12, 1983 LB 617, 234, 234A,
469, 607, 608

the rationale for it. This bill as you knowis tied to

LB 269, the Judges salary bill. | have received a letter
froma Judge, |I' Il not give his nane because he wote the
letter as a personal letter, not to be distributed. Butit

is his feeling that tleing these two bills together is not

a good thing and the Judges ought not seek to underwite a
salary by raising court costs. That no Justiflcation for

i ncreasing these costs has been presented and it is clear

that the only reason is to try to underwite that salary
increase. H s feellng, according to his letter, was that

1f court costs are to beralsed to increase anybody's sal ary
it should only be the enpl oyees of the court and not the
Judges. He doesn't even believe that but he is saying if

}Il_ou are going to raise th. court cost for that purpose.

here has never been undertaken a study to show the need

to rai se these costs. Senator Pirsch had shown nme a sheet
that she had prepared whi ch has denonstrated down through

the years how these costs have continued to be raised. TIhere
is no rationale basis for these increases. Butthey have been
steadily rising. This one, is a utilitarian effort to try to
get the legislature to give the Judges a salary increase to
whi ch they are entltled. | am 1n favor of them obtaining a
salary increase, but | amnot in favor of doing it in this
fashion. The court costs should not be tied in any way to
the amount of conpensation received by the Judges. Youshould
not give theman incentive torule one way or the other based

on financial considerations. Now, | hope that | have nade clear
shat,it.is that.lbadoing. |If you have any questions about the
amendnent as drafted and how 1t woul d operate, | am prepared

to answer any of those questions. But | have told you as
briefly and directly as | can why | am opposed to the

Schmlt amendnment which rai ses court costs in a haphazard
random fashion for the purpose of underwiting asalary
Increase for the Judges because it is felt in the Covernor' s
office thatMthis is done then the Governor can sign a pay
Increase bill for the Judges. | think all of that is in%roper.
That is ny presentation and | hope you will return LB 617 for
the purpose of attaching the amendnent which | have Just
explained to you.

SPEAKER NI CHOL: Senator Cullan is next, however Senator

Cul I an Just before you do that, Wile the Legislature 1s

in sesslon and capabl e of transacting business | propose

té) ﬁign and do slgn LB 234, 234A, 469, 607 and 608. Senator
ullan.

SENATOR CULLAN: M. President, let nme rise in opposition to
Senat or Chanbers notion. | think tWat the increase and the
action of the legislature previcusly was appropriate and |



