April 27,1983 LB 370

SENATOR LANDI S: M. Speaker, nenbers of the Legislature,
this bill is a conprehensive change in the theory of the
way that we deal with conflict of interest for local poli-
tical subdivisions. The conm ttee anmendrment which we will
take first deals with the situation of cities which cur-
rently now have a statutory naxi mum anount in which its
elected officials or appointed officials can have an interest
with the city. That anmpunt is 410,000. LB 370 provides

a different mechanismfor controlling conflicts of interest.
That theory is one of full disclosure and one of no parti-
cipation by the interested party. It does not admt to the
theory of statutory maxi muns. However, in the event a

city would like to pass an ordi nance setting a nmaxi num
amount for their city council menbers or enpl oyees, they
can do so under the committee amendnments to LB 370. The
comittee anendments then Is a grant of authority to cities
to set their own standards In agdition to the obligations of
full disclosure and no participation by interested parties
in the setting of contracts between city council menbers and
the city. I would nove the adoption of the commttee amend-
ment and | will be happy to explain the theory of the bill
and the way |t operates.

PRESI DENT: Motion is the adoption of the conmittee anend-
nments to LB 370 1Is there further discussion? If not, all
those I n favor of the anendnents vote aye, opposed vote no.
We are voting on the conmmittee anendnments to LB 370. Pl ease
record your vote. Please record your vote on the commttee
anendnents to LB 370. Have you all voted? The Clerk will
record the vote.

CLERK: 25 ayes, 0 nays, M. President, on adoption of com
mttee anmendnents.

PRESI DENT: Motion carried. The conmttee anendnents are
adopted. SenatorLandis.

SENATOR LANDI S: M. Speaker, menbe.~' f the Legislature,

I have in ny hand a report and findings of investigation
Ina grand Jury In Dodge County, Nebraska, a grand Jury
cal |l ed together for the purpose of exam ning practices in
t hat area which were allegedly conflicts of interest. Let
ne read to you what a collection of citizens called to-
gether In the formof a grand Jury had to say about Nebraska
law in the area of conflict of interest. The grand Jury
finds that Nebraska statute 23-146 fgoverni ng conflict of
interest for county officials and officers places those
officials and officers as well as the taxpayers who rely
on that statute for protection in such a state of confusion
that it Is extrenely difficult to interpret the |aw. Does



