April 27, 1983 LB 343A, 273

SPEAKER NI CHOL: The question is the advancenent of LB 343A
Al'l those in favor say aye, opposed nay. It 1s advanced.
Before we proceed, nay | introduce sonme guests of Senator
Wthemin the South bal cony. We have 60 students and 6

adul ts fromthe Pawnee School at Omha. Beverly Roth is
their teacher. Wbould you pl ease wel come themto the Legis-
lature. Thank you. LB 273.

CLERK: M. President, the E A R anmendnents have been adopt ed
to 273 as well as an anmendnment by Senator H ggins and a por-
t lonof Senator Hefner's amendnent. The flrst anendment |
have pending, M. President, is an anmendment offered by
Senator Newel|. That is on page 1653 of the Journal.

SPEAKER NI CHOL: Senator Newell. Senator Newell, did you
wi sh to take up your amendrent?

SENATOR NEWELL: M. President, nmenbers of the Legislature,
the anendnent that | offer to this blll is an attenpt to com
?rom' se between what the blll presently says and that is it
imts the authority for the Departnment of Health. They
can only Jerk a license. So what | have proposed and what
the anendnent says 1s the Departnent shall have the authority
to enforce...oh, it is on page 1653, at the bottom ofthe
page and then goes over to 1654...1t goeson....to havethe
authority to enforce this act and such rul es and regul ati ons
adopted thereto by any of the followi ng, and then they I|ist
them denial, suspension, restriction or revocation of a
nursing honme's |icense, refuse a renewal of a nursing hone's
license, restriction of a nursing home's adnissions or any
ot her enforcenent provision granied to the Departnent. SO
it is an attenpt to give the Departnment of Heal th nany
ot her options which they may choose to use for the enforcement
of the act. | think frankly it is nore likely to provide a
reasonabl e assessnent of a penalty than the way the bill is
presently witten and | think it is frankly better than any
provislon to take out the enforcement nmechanism | urge
the adoption.

SPEAKER NI CHOL: Senator Hi ggins.

SENATOR H GA NS: Yes, M. Speaker and nermbers, | wll be
brief. Senator Newell brought this amendment to me. Under
the present formof the bill the only option the Health
Departnment has if they find a good nursing hone that has
made a sincere effort to train their staff, and at one
time or another due to an adm nistrator not bei n? present,
being of f 111, or for any reason a nursing home falls,
Senat or Newel | 's amendnent gives the Heal th Departnent a
little more leverage, a little nore | eeway, | should say,



