April 25, 1983

career has spanned four decades and includes service with
the U S Forest Service, the Georgia Extension Service,
and 22 years as Director of the Georgia Forestry Comm sslON
| would 11ke to present M. A Ray Shirley to you this .
norning. M. Shirley, please.

MR. A RAY SHRLEY: M, President, |adies and gentlenen
of the Senate, it is areal honor to be here with you.
have worked in state government now for a nunber of years,
for some 224 years as Director of the Forestry Conmission
innm state. | amvery famliar of the busy schedul e that
you have here because | have been working wth the govern-
nment, both | egislatlve bodles, and you are unique with only
one but we do have sonething in comron with you in Georgia
with you in Nebraska and that is we nust 1lve within our
incone. We cannot spend funds we do not collect in any
given tine and so | understand that you are in the sane
way and are only one of two other states 1n the nati on.
| think it is a good rule. | wi sh our federal government
had this same rule. Your state like mne and ny region,
the southeastern part of the United States, is dependent
upon the soil for the livelihood primarily of our people.
W have soil and water which is very prom nent but we
nust have grasses and trees and other things to conserve
our soil so that we may have a good |ivel 1hood in ny
state. We are fortunate that the federal governnent and
state governnment conbined only own 7$$ of our land area
and we have sone 25<. million acres in forest so you know
whyforest 1s inportant to my state and to all of the south-
east. | have been hlghly honored to cone and receive
the J. Sterling Morton award. | am still amazed that a
man that did so nmuch for your state and for the nation,
K/gs, for the international, as your late J. Sterling

rton and so it is areal pleasure for ne to conme and
neet with you this nmorning and gust to say thank you for
| etting me conme into your state. | appreciate so nuch
Senat or Carsten and you taking this nonment out of your
schedul e and | amnot going to say anynore except |
hope that you will come and visit with us. We have a

ot of things in comon. Our people are friendl&.e We
have many nenbers of both sexes in our House of pre-

sentatives and in our Senate and so | feel really at
horme here this nmorning. Thank you a lot for letting ne
come.

SPEAKER NI CHOL: Thank you. Thank you, M. Shirley, and
while we are at it, why don't we recognize Ms. Ray Shirley
along with M. and Ms. Mke Ferrill with Ruth Carsten
under t he South bal cony. So wel cone them al so. We

al so have guests of Senator Beyer who are in the North

bal cony. They are 31 fourth grade students fromHll-

rise Elementary in El khorn, Nebraska, and their teachers
are Ms. Pfeil and Ms. Adanson. Woul d you pl ease stand



