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way of dealing with this problemsone of the nenbers of
the school board thlnk is by Just saying everybody has

got to receive the same sentence under all circunstances.
Now | think a better policy 1s to allow disczetion, allow
di scretion by the assistant principals and principals

so that 1n Senator Johnson's case if soneone in fact is
caught by what is a cheese knife not intended for cutting
anyt hi ng but cheese why he doesn't receive the mandatory
senester expul sion that the school board thought it was |evy-
i ng agai nst peopl e that weze caught with real knives.

think that illustrates the problenms with nandatory
sentences, the problens with renoving discretion from
peopl e in the school who are able to see what, in fact,

Is going on and like we did |ast year 1n the drunk drivilng
i ssue we shoul d reserve nandatory sentences for only the
nost extrene circunstances and then with the intent to
remove them after a fewyears, after the deterrent effect
has gone away whi ch we expect will happen in the drunk
driving area. Now | think by far the better policy if

the menbers of the school board are concerned about bl acks
getting harsher sentences than whites or students %enerally
not getting harsh enough sentences is for themto Tollow
the actions of the principals and the assistant princlpals
nore closely and to discipline themand to | et them know
that their penalties are being closely scrutinized and

cl osely examined, not to take the nandatory sentence neat
axe approach which this anendnment zepresents. So | would
support this anmendnent and suggest that we renove it from
this bill so that any penalties neted out in Oraha and

el sewhere can be done in a nuch nore sophisticated indivi-
duallsed case by case basis. Thank you.

PRESI DENT: We have four speakez s requesting recognition
and the Chair recogni zes next Senator Goodrich.

SENATOR GOCDRI CH: M. President, nenbers of the body,
woul d like to call your attention to sonething here. It
is an old lawer's trick. When you are doing sonething
with your right hand, create a diversion with your |eft
hand so that nobody pays any attention to what you are
doi ng. Senator Hoagl and has Just done this trick. It is
done many times on this floor. In other words he brings
up he wants to protect the black student because the

bl ack student gets nore severe penalty than the white
student. Hogwash! It has nothing to do with this bill.
It is not inthere. It has nothing to do with it. Wen
it cones right dow to it, we are dealing with one subJect
and that 1s sending a nmessage to the students of an»
school dlstrict, regardless of whether it is Qmha or any
other, that if you bring a | oaded gun into schocl, we are



